Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers Media Coverage 2025

= Thisis a compendium of all media coverage secured by the Association of
Scotland’s Self-Caterers in 2025.

= |tonly contains links to those articles which specifically mention the ASSC.

= Clippings are only provided for those articles which are generally not available
online; and please note that other publications may carry a piece both online and
in print.

= The full text of any paywalled online article can be provided upon request, as well
as any relevant print edition clippings.

= This list does not include every radio, TV, or podcast appearance from the ASSC
CEO due to weblinks expiring.

December 2025

BBC Scotland, An La [interview on Badenoch & Strathspey STL CA], 16/12/25
BBC Radio Highland, Interview on Badenoch & Strathspey STL CA, 16/12/25

Scottish Financial News, ASSC: Scotland’s self-catering sector faces winter slump,
16/12/25

Edinburgh Inquirer, City businesses facing huge rises in business rates, 15/12/25

Daily Business, Hospitality leaders step up call for action on rates, 15/12/25

Inverness Courier, Fears that Scottish Government non-domestic rates revaluation in
2026 could destroy ‘thousands’ of self-catering businesses as tourism industry teams
up in joint letter, 14/12/25

Daily Business, Swinney to ‘address’ rates revaluation concerns, 12/12/25

The Business Desk, Stirling Council agrees 3% visitor levy, 12/12/25

Stirling News, New Stirling tourism tax plans sparks fury from ASSC, 12/12/25

Scottish Financial News, Highland Council pauses Visitor Levy plans as Stirling presses
ahead, 12/12/25

BBC, Highland Council pauses plans for 'tourist tax’, 11/12/25

Herald, Stirling becomes next Scottish council to adopt tourist tax, 11/12/25

Daily Record, Stirling councillors give thumbs up to 'tourist tax' plans despite delay call,
11/12/25


https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002np57/an-la-16122025
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/assc-scotlands-self-catering-sector-faces-winter-slump
https://www.edinburghinquirer.co.uk/p/student-flats-firm-snaps-up-landmark
https://dailybusinessgroup.co.uk/2025/12/hospitality-leaders-step-up-call-for-action-on-rates/
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/tourist-industry-fears-collapse-of-thousands-of-self-cater-421624/
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/tourist-industry-fears-collapse-of-thousands-of-self-cater-421624/
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/tourist-industry-fears-collapse-of-thousands-of-self-cater-421624/
https://dailybusinessgroup.co.uk/2025/12/swinney-to-address-rates-revaluation-concerns/
https://www.thebusinessdesk.com/scotland/news/695-stirling-council-agrees-3-visitor-levy
https://www.stirlingnews.co.uk/news/25693887.new-stirling-tourism-tax-plans-sparks-fury-assc/
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/highland-council-pauses-visitor-levy-plans-as-stirling-presses-ahead
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/highland-council-pauses-visitor-levy-plans-as-stirling-presses-ahead
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cj69n6k5npko
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25691705.stirling-becomes-next-scottish-council-adopt-tourist-tax/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/stirling-councillors-give-thumbs-up-36387444

Herald, Scots tourism chiefs will toast major breakthrough, 11/12/25

Daily Record, Tourist tax plans set for crunch time as councillors vote on three per cent
levy, 10/12/25

Herald, Scotland's self-catering industry reaching 'breaking point', 10/12/25

Scottish Business News, Businesses and former SNP Tourism Minister warn of incoming
rates revaluation chaos, 10/12/25

Daily Business, Warning over ‘eye-watering’ rates revaluations, 10/12/25

We Love Stornoway, Rates rises 'pose huge threat to Isles enterprises', 10/12/25

Herald, Holyrood urged to halt enforcement of short term let rules, 10/12/25

Scottish Legal News, Ministers consider halt to short-term let enforcement amid claims
licensing scheme breaches human rights, 10/12/25

Scottish Housing News, Edinburgh’s Visitor Levy housing plans ‘could face legal
challenge’, self-caterers warn, 05/12/25

Scottish Financial News, Edinburgh’s Visitor Levy housing plans ‘could face legal
challenge’, self-caterers warn, 05/12/25

The Business Desk, Edinburgh reveals visitor levy spending plan, 04/12/25

Scottish Sun, WELCOME BREAK Scots tourism bosses celebrate after huge win for
visitor levies, 04/12/25

Orkney News, Reform of Scotland’s Tourist Tax Welcomed, 04/12/25

North Edinburgh News, Edinburgh’s plans for Visitor Levy housing spend approved,
04/12/25

BBC Alba, An La, 03/12/25

Hotel Scotland, Amendments to Visitor Levy planned for 2026, 03/12/25

Herald, Scottish Government signals massive change to tourist tax, 02/12/25

Scottish Financial News, New legislation to grant councils greater control over Visitor
Levy design, 02/12/25

MFR, Interview on visitor levy reforms for news bulletins, 02/12/25
BBC Scotland, Interview on visitor levy reforms, 02/12/25

Scotsman, Councils to be given greater flexibility over visitor levy, 02/12/25

The Business Desk, Scottish Government amends bill for visitor levy flexibility, 02/12/25

Daily Business, Tourism bosses ‘relief’ over visitor levy climbdown, 02/12/25



https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25687131.scots-tourism-chiefs-will-toast-major-breakthrough/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/tourist-tax-plans-set-crunch-36381112
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/tourist-tax-plans-set-crunch-36381112
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25688312.scotlands-self-catering-industry-reaching-breaking-point/
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/businesses-and-former-snp-tourism-minister-warn-of-incoming-rates-revaluation-chaos/#article_start
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/businesses-and-former-snp-tourism-minister-warn-of-incoming-rates-revaluation-chaos/#article_start
https://dailybusinessgroup.co.uk/2025/12/warning-over-eye-watering-rates-revaluations/
https://www.welovestornoway.com/index.php/articles/40827-rates-rises-pose-huge-threat-to-isles-enterprises
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25685552.holyrood-urged-halt-enforcement-short-term-let-rules/
https://www.scottishlegal.com/articles/ministers-consider-halt-to-short-term-let-enforcement-amid-claims-licensing-scheme-breaches-human-rights
https://www.scottishlegal.com/articles/ministers-consider-halt-to-short-term-let-enforcement-amid-claims-licensing-scheme-breaches-human-rights
https://www.scottishhousingnews.com/articles/edinburghs-visitor-levy-housing-plans-could-face-legal-challenge-self-caterers-warn
https://www.scottishhousingnews.com/articles/edinburghs-visitor-levy-housing-plans-could-face-legal-challenge-self-caterers-warn
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/edinburghs-visitor-levy-housing-plans-could-face-legal-challenge-self-caterers-warn
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/edinburghs-visitor-levy-housing-plans-could-face-legal-challenge-self-caterers-warn
https://www.thebusinessdesk.com/scotland/news/459-edinburgh-reveals-visitor-levy-spending-plan
https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/travel/15650297/scots-tourism-visitor-levy-win/
https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/travel/15650297/scots-tourism-visitor-levy-win/
https://theorkneynews.scot/2025/12/05/reform-of-scotlands-tourist-tax-welcomed/
https://nen.press/edinburghs-plans-for-visitor-levy-housing-spend-approved/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002n2zf/an-la-02122025
https://hotelscotland-online.co.uk/amendments-to-visitor-levy-planned-for-2026/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25666686.scottish-government-signals-massive-change-tourist-tax/
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/new-legislation-to-grant-councils-greater-control-over-visitor-levy-design
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/new-legislation-to-grant-councils-greater-control-over-visitor-levy-design
https://www.scotsman.com/arts-and-culture/councils-to-be-given-greater-flexibility-over-visitor-levy-5425905
https://www.thebusinessdesk.com/scotland/news/403-scottish-government-amends-bill-to-give-visitor-levy-flexibility
https://dailybusinessgroup.co.uk/2025/12/tourism-bosses-relief-over-visitor-levy-climbdown/

Northern Times, Scottish Government visitor levy ‘u-turn’ to allow fixed or percentage
rate charges as Minister for Public Finance lvan McKee signals new Bill to change
legislation, 02/12/25 (same copy also in John O’ Groat Journal, Ross-shire Journal and
Inverness Courier).

November 2025

Herald, Warning over using 'tourist tax' for 472 new Edinburgh homes, 28/11/25

Scottish Daily Mail, Scots landlords facing threat of a major hike on property incomes,
28/11/25 [print edition]

Lennox Herald, Industry chief calls for halt in tourist tax, 25/11/25 [print edition]

Blairgowrie Advertiser, Industry has spoken on Visitor Levy Bill, 25/11/25

The Herald, Decision to delay visitor levy in Perthshire is welcomed, 22/11/25 [print
edition]

Clydebank Post, West Dunbartonshire 'tourist tax' branded a 'shambles’, 21/11/25

Dumbarton and Vale of Leven Reporter, West Dunbartonshire 'tourist tax' branded a
'shambles’, 21/11/25

Time Out, It could soon be harder to rent holiday homes in this beautiful part of the UK,

18/11/25

BBC, Lochaber short-term lets control zone plans to be developed, 11/11/25

Nation Cymru, Tourism chiefs warn Welsh Government not to copy Scotland’s ‘failed’
rental licensing scheme, 10/11/25 (same copy also appeared in the Caerphilly
Observer, South Wales Guardian, Wales Online, Cambrian News, South Wales Argus.

Courier, What is a short-term let control area? And why might Perthshire be next in line
for regulation?, 05/11/25

Herald, Holiday let curbs could be introduced in third Scottish area, 05/11/25

BBC, New Highland short-term lets control zone proposed, 04/11/25

October 2025
Tay FM, Interview regarding STL control area, 30/10/25

Herald, What do short-term let convictions mean for Edinburgh 'black market'?,
27/10/25

Lanark and Carluke Advertiser / Hamilton Advertiser, Tourism levy plan opposed by
trade body, 23/10/25

Rutherglen Reformer / East Kilbride News, Tourism levy plan opposed by trade body,
22/10/25


https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.northern%2dtimes.co.uk%2fnews%2fscottish%2dgovernment%2dvisitor%2dlevy%2du%2dturn%2dto%2dallow%2dfixed%2dor%2d420920%2f&umid=ac71b74b-cf7e-11f0-90ef-00224841f39d&rct=1764680341&auth=1fa90070af5e748b074c314b929839ad16ba1dcc-ce44807161befa5a5cea929561631097991a26a8
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.northern%2dtimes.co.uk%2fnews%2fscottish%2dgovernment%2dvisitor%2dlevy%2du%2dturn%2dto%2dallow%2dfixed%2dor%2d420920%2f&umid=ac71b74b-cf7e-11f0-90ef-00224841f39d&rct=1764680341&auth=1fa90070af5e748b074c314b929839ad16ba1dcc-ce44807161befa5a5cea929561631097991a26a8
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.northern%2dtimes.co.uk%2fnews%2fscottish%2dgovernment%2dvisitor%2dlevy%2du%2dturn%2dto%2dallow%2dfixed%2dor%2d420920%2f&umid=ac71b74b-cf7e-11f0-90ef-00224841f39d&rct=1764680341&auth=1fa90070af5e748b074c314b929839ad16ba1dcc-ce44807161befa5a5cea929561631097991a26a8
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.johnogroat%2djournal.co.uk%2fnews%2fscottish%2dgovernment%2dvisitor%2dlevy%2du%2dturn%2dto%2dallow%2dfixed%2dor%2d420919%2f&umid=ac71b74b-cf7e-11f0-90ef-00224841f39d&rct=1764680341&auth=1fa90070af5e748b074c314b929839ad16ba1dcc-01ae1011c6a354d507d7dfee848510dbcdd5151b
https://www.ross-shirejournal.co.uk/news/scottish-government-visitor-levy-u-turn-to-allow-fixed-or-420921/
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/scottish-government-visitor-levy-u-turn-to-allow-fixed-or-420918/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25658397.warning-using-tourist-tax-472-new-edinburgh-homes/
https://www.pressreader.com/search?query=association%20of%20scotland%27s%20self%20caterers&orderBy=Date&hideSimilar=0&type=2&state=1&searchFor=Articles
https://www.clydebankpost.co.uk/news/25641820.west-dunbartonshire-tourist-tax-branded-shambles/
https://www.dumbartonreporter.co.uk/news/25641820.west-dunbartonshire-tourist-tax-branded-shambles/
https://www.dumbartonreporter.co.uk/news/25641820.west-dunbartonshire-tourist-tax-branded-shambles/
https://www.timeout.com/uk/news/it-could-soon-be-harder-to-rent-holiday-homes-in-this-beautiful-part-of-the-uk-111825
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cwy5kn5npj4o
https://nation.cymru/news/tourism-chiefs-warn-welsh-government-not-to-copy-scotlands-failed-rental-licensing-scheme/
https://nation.cymru/news/tourism-chiefs-warn-welsh-government-not-to-copy-scotlands-failed-rental-licensing-scheme/
https://caerphilly.observer/news/1054774/dont-follow-suit-welsh-tourism-bill-faces-horror-story-warning-from-scotland/
https://caerphilly.observer/news/1054774/dont-follow-suit-welsh-tourism-bill-faces-horror-story-warning-from-scotland/
https://www.southwalesguardian.co.uk/news/25612535.dont-follow-suit-welsh-tourism-bill-faces-horror-story-warning/
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/wales-warned-not-repeat-mistakes-32853148
https://www.cambrian-news.co.uk/news/wales-urged-not-follow-scotland-on-airbnb-licensing-scheme-849912
https://www.southwalesargus.co.uk/news/25612535.dont-follow-suit-welsh-tourism-bill-faces-horror-story-warning/
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/5365781/peethshire-short-term-let-control-area-consultation/
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/5365781/peethshire-short-term-let-control-area-consultation/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25594813.curbs-short-term-lets-introduced-third-area/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckg4xyyq117o
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25575261.short-term-let-convictions-mean-edinburgh-black-market/

BBC Scotland, Debate Night, 22/10/25

Daily Record, Tourism trade body opposes prospect of South Lanarkshire visitor levy,
16/10/25

DRAM, Trade bodies say government must act now to reform “unworkable’ Visitor Levy, 14/10/25

Herald, Edinburgh Council 'will work with government on tourist tax changes', 14/10/25

Daily Record, Tourism sector issues new plea to halt Dumfries and Galloway tourist tax
consultation, 13/10/25

Daily Business, Hospitality chiefs warn of ‘unworkable’ visitor levy, 12/10/25

Dumfries and Galloway Standard, Tourism bosses in visitor tax opposition, 10/10/25
[print edition]

Campbeltown Courier, Visitor levy pause welcomed, 10/10/25 [print edition]
Argyllshire Advertiser, Visitor levy pause welcomed, 10/10/25 [print edition]

Scottish Business News, ASSC criticises Scottish council for botched tourist tax
‘consultation in name only’, 09/10/25

Galloway News, Tourism bosses in visitor tax opposition, 09/10/25 [clipping below]

Scottish Financial News, ASSC criticises Scottish council for botched tourist tax
‘consultation in name only’, 08/10/25

Irvine Herald & Kilwinning Chronicle / Ayrshire Post / Kilmarnock Standard, Tourist tax
call welcomed by industry leader, 08/10/25 [clipping below]

Cumnock Chronicle, Decision is welcomed, 08/10/25 [clipping below]

Lennox Herald, Welcome pause as council rethinks tourist tax, 08/10/25 [clipping
below]

Lochside Press, Tourist tax ‘pause’ welcomed, 05/10/25

Cumnock Chronicle, Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers: East Ayrshire levy,
03/10/25

Campbeltown Courier, Self-catering body hails Argyll and Bute visitor levy pause,
03/10/25

Scottish Daily Mail, Self-catering holiday lets hit by Greens’ second home tax hike,
02/10/25 [clipping below]

Oban Times, Highland Council’s neighbouring local authority is fifth to vote to pause
‘tourist tax’ plans, 02/10/25 [clipping below]

STV News, Edinburgh becomes first city in Scotland to introduce tourist tax, 02/10/25



https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002l9xs
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/in-your-area/lanarkshire/tourism-trade-body-opposes-prospect-36073124
https://dramscotland.co.uk/2025/10/14/trade-bodies-say-government-must-act-now-to-reform-unworkable-visitor-levy/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25542193.edinburgh-council-will-work-government-tourist-tax-changes/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/tourism-sector-issues-new-plea-36021391
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/tourism-sector-issues-new-plea-36021391
https://dailybusinessgroup.co.uk/2025/10/hospitality-chiefs-warn-of-unworkable-visitor-levy/
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/assc-criticises-scottish-council-for-botched-tourist-tax-consultation-in-name-only/#article_start
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/assc-criticises-scottish-council-for-botched-tourist-tax-consultation-in-name-only/#article_start
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/assc-criticises-scottish-council-for-botched-tourist-tax-consultation-in-name-only
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/assc-criticises-scottish-council-for-botched-tourist-tax-consultation-in-name-only
https://thelochsidepress.com/2025/10/05/tourist-tax-pause-welcomed/
https://www.cumnockchronicle.com/news/25513398.association-scotlands-self-caterers-east-ayrshire-levy/
https://www.westcoasttoday.co.uk/news/self-catering-body-hails-argyll-and-bute-visitor-levy-pause
https://news.stv.tv/v/edinburgh-becomes-first-city-in-scotland-to-introduce-tourist-tax

Argyll and Bute 24, Argyll and Bute Council vote to delay visitor levy, 02/10/25

Herald, 'Triple whammy' means Edinburgh is no tourism Oasis, 02/10/25

Argyllshire Advertiser, Years of single-track diversion on A83 will be 'catastrophic),
02/10/25

Helensburgh Advertiser, Argyll and Bute Council visitor levy pause welcomed, 01/10/25

September 2025

Lochaber Times, Firms urge Highland Council to join neighbours in pausing 'tourist tax’,
26/09/25

Herald, Scottish councils are turning their backs on tourist taxes, 25/09/25

STV News, Argyll and Bute pause visitor levy plans after public consultation, 24/09/25

Daily Business, Councils urged to halt plans for visitor levies, 24/09/25

Daily Business, Tourist levy rules branded a ‘shambles’ by Tories, 24/09/25

Scottish Financial News, Scottish Government reconsiders Visitor Levy as Orkney
rejects plan, 24/09/25

Orkney News, No Tourist Tax for Orkney, 24/09/25

Insider, Tories demand visitor levy pause as government accused of ‘omnishambles’,
24/09/25

Scottish Daily Express, Humiliated SNP Government make 'shambolic' decision as it
performs u-turn in just three days leaving tourism sector in 'chaos', 23/09/25

Times, SNP climbdown over tourist tax, 20/09/25 [clipping below]

Strathspey and Badenoch Herald, Highland Council hails success of short term lets
control area for Badenoch and Strathspey, 19/09/25

Shetland News, Tourism association happy to see SIC decide against visitor levy,
18/09/25

Herald, Babymoons booming in Scotland with more couples planning escape, 16/09/25

Scottish Daily Mail, Plan to limit Airbnb style holiday lets in Highlands faces axe,
16/09/25 [print edition]

DNG24, Industry gives view on visitor tax idea, 12/09/25

Daily Record, Dumfries and Galloway tourism leaders want visitor levy plans 'kicked
into the long grass', 11/09/25

Galloway News, Hotel chiefs fears over tourist tax, 11/09/25 [clipping below]


https://argyllbute24.co.uk/argyll-and-bute-council-vote-to-delay-visitor-levy/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25495570.triple-whammy-means-edinburgh-no-tourism-oasis/
https://www.westcoasttoday.co.uk/news/years-of-single-track-diversion-on-a83-will-be-catastrophic
https://www.helensburghadvertiser.co.uk/news/25507886.argyll-bute-council-visitor-levy-pause-welcomed/
https://www.westcoasttoday.co.uk/news/firms-urge-highland-council-to-join-neighbours-in-pausing-tourist-tax
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25493000.scottish-councils-turning-backs-tourist-taxes/
https://news.stv.tv/west-central/argyll-and-bute-become-latest-council-to-pause-visitor-levy-plans-after-warnings
https://dailybusinessgroup.co.uk/2025/09/councils-urged-to-halt-plans-for-visitor-levies/
https://dailybusinessgroup.co.uk/2025/09/tourist-levy-rules-branded-a-shambles-by-tories/
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/scottish-government-reconsiders-visitor-levy-as-orkney-rejects-plan
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/scottish-government-reconsiders-visitor-levy-as-orkney-rejects-plan
https://theorkneynews.scot/2025/09/24/no-tourist-tax-for-orkney/
https://www.insider.co.uk/news/tories-demand-visitor-levy-pause-35954613
https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/politics/humiliated-snp-government-make-shambolic-35949704
https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/politics/humiliated-snp-government-make-shambolic-35949704
https://www.strathspey-herald.co.uk/news/highland-council-hails-success-of-short-term-lets-control-ar-392741/
https://www.strathspey-herald.co.uk/news/highland-council-hails-success-of-short-term-lets-control-ar-392741/
https://www.shetnews.co.uk/2025/09/18/tourism-association-happy-see-sic/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25470660.babymoon-boom-scotland-parents-to-be-plan-escape/
https://dng24.co.uk/industry-gives-view-on-visitor-tax-idea/#google_vignette
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/dumfries-galloway-tourism-leaders-want-35874152
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/dumfries-galloway-tourism-leaders-want-35874152

Dumfries and Galloway Standard, Approach plan for tourist tax ‘with caution’, 09/09/25
[clipping below]

Daily Record, Tourism chief concerned about possibility of Dumfries and Galloway
visitor levy, 08/09/25

Courier, Fife short-term lets controls would ‘decimate industry and impact jobs’ says
operator, 04/09/25

August 2025

Fife Today, Fife tourist tax: consultation to start as Fife councillors weigh up contentious

levy, 29/08/25

Scottish Business News, Glasgow eyes short-term let exemptions for 2026
Commonwealth Games, 28/08/25

Edinburgh Inquirer, 10,000 door-knocks, prosecutions and an untamed holiday let
black market, 27/08/25

Scottish Housing News, Glasgow to consider short-term let licence exemptions for
Commonwealth Games, 27/08/25

Daily Telegraph, Councils can’t do the basics but want a four-day week, 25/08/25

BBC Radio Scotland, Lunchtime Live, 22/08/25

BBC Radio Scotland, Good Morning Scotland, 22/08/25

BBC World Service, 22/08/25

iPaper, | live in Edinburgh — I’m sick of festival tourists weeing in our stairwells

Daily Telegraph, ‘Our Green council can’t do the basics like fix potholes — now they
want a four-day week’, 19/08/25

Herald, '97 per cent of Edinburgh Airbnb-style flat plans refused’, 16/08/25

East Lothian Courier, Have your say: East Lothian STL policy under review now,
11/08/25

Daily Telegraph, Aberdeen introduces tourist tax higher than Barcelona or Venice,
08/08/25

Aberdeen Live, Aberdeen residents fear 7% 'tourist tax' will be 'final nail in the coffin' for
city centre, 08/08/25

Financial Times, Hotel prices go supersonic as Oasis gigs clash with Edinburgh Fringe,
08/08/25


https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/tourism-chief-concerned-possibility-dumfries-35849956.amp
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/tourism-chief-concerned-possibility-dumfries-35849956.amp
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/fife/5324387/fife-short-term-lets-controls-scapegoats-industry/
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/fife/5324387/fife-short-term-lets-controls-scapegoats-industry/
https://www.fifetoday.co.uk/news/politics/council/fife-tourist-tax-consultation-to-start-as-fife-councillors-weigh-up-contentious-levy-5291918
https://www.fifetoday.co.uk/news/politics/council/fife-tourist-tax-consultation-to-start-as-fife-councillors-weigh-up-contentious-levy-5291918
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/glasgow-eyes-short-term-let-exemptions-for-2026-commonwealth-games/#article_start
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/glasgow-eyes-short-term-let-exemptions-for-2026-commonwealth-games/#article_start
https://www.edinburghinquirer.co.uk/p/10000-door-knocks-prosecutions-and
https://www.edinburghinquirer.co.uk/p/10000-door-knocks-prosecutions-and
https://www.scottishhousingnews.com/articles/glasgow-to-consider-short-term-let-licence-exemptions-for-commonwealth-games
https://www.scottishhousingnews.com/articles/glasgow-to-consider-short-term-let-licence-exemptions-for-commonwealth-games
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/features/20250825/281535117095691?srsltid=AfmBOorYrDSqTEokqO1SA7pr_ot6asc2LRkV4xYPA8I-BMs4y8xXUeWa
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002h7qc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002h7q7
https://inews.co.uk/news/edinburgh-sick-festival-tourists-weeing-stairwells-3863314?ico=most_popular&srsltid=AfmBOoopfeKMPFyKNlG08Ch3IAgTR3R2sloKCpIZBB0hN4BhPM5pe7Is
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/08/19/council-cant-do-the-basics-four-day-week/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/08/19/council-cant-do-the-basics-four-day-week/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25394604.97-per-cent-edinburgh-airbnb-style-flat-plans-refused/
https://www.eastlothiancourier.com/news/25373667.say-east-lothian-stl-policy-review-now/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/consumer-affairs/aberdeen-introduces-tourist-tax/
https://www.aberdeenlive.news/news/aberdeen-news/aberdeen-residents-respond-city-council-10407783
https://www.aberdeenlive.news/news/aberdeen-news/aberdeen-residents-respond-city-council-10407783
https://www.ft.com/content/994a7146-0c0c-4fce-b91b-1e8a18163fd7

Scottish Daily Mail, Economic madness! Third Scots city backs a tourist levy, 08/08/25
[clipping below]

Scottish Business News, ASSC welcomes East Lothian self-catering let policy review,
07/08/25

Scottish Daily Express, SNP council to make Aberdeen more expensive than PARIS
thanks to tourist tax: 'Economic madness', 07/08/25

Insider, Aberdeen City Council approves 7% visitor levy, 07/08/25

Scottish Financial News, Aberdeen City Council approves controversial 7% Visitor Levy,
07/08/25

Aberdeen Business News, Aberdeen to Introduce Scotland’s Highest Visitor Levy: Boost
for Tourism or A Burden on Business?, 07/08/25

Daily Record, Stirling hotel manager voices support for tourist tax if funds are used
wisely, 05/08/25

Aberdeen Business News, Aberdeen Council nears decision on 7% Tourist Tax after Tall
Ships boost, 01/08/25

July 2025

LBC, Edinburgh Fringe Festival 'at risk' as council 'not enforcing' controversial law,
31/07/25

Scottish Business News, Finalists announced for the 6th Scottish Women’s Awards
2025, 30/07/25

North Edinburgh News, ASSC calls out lack of government and council guidance as
Visitor Levy deadline looms, 30/07/25

Scottish Financial News, ASSC calls out lack of government guidance as Visitor Levy
deadline looms, 29/07/25

Stirling Observer, Numbers of tourists visiting Stirling surge, 25/07/25

Daily Telegraph, Scottish Greens propose holiday homes tax to ‘protect Gaelic
language’, 25/07/25

Scottish Housing News, Gaelic communities at centre of proposed holiday homes tax
debate, 25/07/25

Radio Skye, Green MSP under fire from self-caterers association, 24/07/25

Scottish Daily Express, Unpopular Ross Greer blasted twice in one day by successful
Scots over 'money squandering' policies, 24/07/25



https://scottishbusinessnews.net/assc-welcomes-east-lothian-self-catering-let-policy-review/#article_start
https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/politics/snp-council-make-aberdeen-more-35689933
https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/politics/snp-council-make-aberdeen-more-35689933
https://www.insider.co.uk/news/aberdeen-city-council-approves-7-35688389
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/aberdeen-city-council-approves-controversial-7-visitor-levy
https://aberdeenbusinessnews.co.uk/aberdeen-to-introduce-scotlands-highest-visitor-levy-boost-for-tourism-or-a-burden-on-business/
https://aberdeenbusinessnews.co.uk/aberdeen-to-introduce-scotlands-highest-visitor-levy-boost-for-tourism-or-a-burden-on-business/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/stirling-hotel-manager-voices-support-35671540
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/stirling-hotel-manager-voices-support-35671540
https://aberdeenbusinessnews.co.uk/aberdeen-council-nears-decision-on-7-tourist-tax-after-tall-ships-boost/
https://aberdeenbusinessnews.co.uk/aberdeen-council-nears-decision-on-7-tourist-tax-after-tall-ships-boost/
https://www.lbc.co.uk/news/exclusive/performing-arts-festival-risk-edinburgh/
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/finalists-announced-for-the-6th-scottish-womens-awards-2025/#article_start
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/finalists-announced-for-the-6th-scottish-womens-awards-2025/#article_start
https://nen.press/assc-calls-out-lack-of-government-and-council-guidance-as-visitor-levy-deadline-looms/
https://nen.press/assc-calls-out-lack-of-government-and-council-guidance-as-visitor-levy-deadline-looms/
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/assc-calls-out-lack-of-government-guidance-as-visitor-levy-deadline-looms
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/assc-calls-out-lack-of-government-guidance-as-visitor-levy-deadline-looms
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/stirling-observer/20250725/281530822067176?srsltid=AfmBOoo5OujyEdEoL-U_NDs2DTEibOn2MBUb48y8XSkn2X6h_WeLSKM8
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/scottish-greens-holiday-homes-tax-protect-gaelic-language/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/scottish-greens-holiday-homes-tax-protect-gaelic-language/
https://www.scottishhousingnews.com/articles/gaelic-communities-at-centre-of-proposed-holiday-homes-tax-debate
https://www.scottishhousingnews.com/articles/gaelic-communities-at-centre-of-proposed-holiday-homes-tax-debate
https://radioskye.com/local-news-24-july-2025/
https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/politics/unpopular-ross-greer-blasted-twice-35612536
https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/politics/unpopular-ross-greer-blasted-twice-35612536

Scottish Daily Express, Ross Greer's genius idea to 'save' Gaelic? Introduce more taxes
in the Highlands, 23/07/25

Inverness Courier, SNP MSP FERGUS EWING says ‘time for leadership, Mr Swinney’,
20/07/25

Campbelltown Courier, Tourism groups are uniting, 18/07/25

Herald, Tourist chiefs call out Edinburgh on 'unworkable' levy, 18/07/25

BBC Radio Scotland, Interview with Fiona Campbell MBE, 18/07/25

LBC News, Interview with Fiona Campbell MBE, 17/07/25

Orkney News, Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers Welcomes Scottish Government
Moves to Amend Rate Regulations, 16/07/25

Ross-shire Journal, Highland councillor calls for urgent action over empty homes to
help ease housing crisis, 15/07/25

Inverness Courier, Highland councillor calls for urgent action over empty homes to help
ease housing crisis, 15/07/25

Daily Record, Public consultation launched on plans to introduce "tourist tax'in Stirling,
14/07/25

Argyllshire Advertiser, Three thousand plus responses to council visitor levy survey,
11/07/25

That’s TV Scotland, Interview with Fiona Campbell MBE, 10/07/25

Strathearn Herald, Self-caterers blamed for housing shortages, 10/07/25 [clipping
below]

Helensburgh Advertiser, Arrochar-based ASSC shortlisted in Scottish Thistle Awards,
09/07/25

North Edinburgh News, Embrace Scotland — Stay. Celebrate. Belong: Take a Celebreak
in Scotland, 08/07/25

Carrick Herald, Residents react to pause on visitor levy plans, 08/07/25

Ayr Advertiser, Residents react to pause on visitor levy plans, 08/07/25

Perthshire Advertiser, Self-caterers blamed for housing shortages, 08/07/25

Blairgowrie Advertiser, Tourism tension, 08/07/25 [clipping below]

Argyllshire Advertiser, Embattled tourism organisations announce new partnership,
07/07/25


https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/politics/ross-greers-genius-idea-save-35604388
https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/politics/ross-greers-genius-idea-save-35604388
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/ergus-ewing-the-persecution-of-an-hard-working-exemplary-p-387370/
https://www.pressreader.com/search?query=association%20of%20scotland%27s%20self-caterers&in=ALL&orderBy=Relevance&searchFor=Articles
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25321520.tourist-chiefs-call-edinburgh-tourist-tax-guidance/
https://theorkneynews.scot/2025/07/16/association-of-scotlands-self-caterers-welcomes-scottish-government-moves-to-amend-rate-regulations/
https://theorkneynews.scot/2025/07/16/association-of-scotlands-self-caterers-welcomes-scottish-government-moves-to-amend-rate-regulations/
https://www.ross-shirejournal.co.uk/news/empty-homes-are-a-wasted-resource-says-councillor-in-call-387111/
https://www.ross-shirejournal.co.uk/news/empty-homes-are-a-wasted-resource-says-councillor-in-call-387111/
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/empty-homes-are-a-wasted-resource-says-councillor-in-call-387026/
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/empty-homes-are-a-wasted-resource-says-councillor-in-call-387026/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/public-consultation-launched-plans-introduce-35554152?int_source=amp_continue_reading&int_medium=amp&int_campaign=continue_reading_button#amp-readmore-target
https://www.pressreader.com/search?query=association%20of%20scotland%27s%20self-caterers&in=ALL&orderBy=Relevance&searchFor=Articles
https://www.helensburghadvertiser.co.uk/news/25300482.arrochar-based-assc-shortlisted-scottish-thistle-awards/
https://nen.press/2025/07/08/embrace-scotland-stay-celebrate-belong-take-a-celebreak-in-scotland/
https://nen.press/2025/07/08/embrace-scotland-stay-celebrate-belong-take-a-celebreak-in-scotland/
https://www.pressreader.com/search?query=residents%20react%20to%20pause&in=ALL&orderBy=Relevance&searchFor=Articles
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/ayr-advertiser/20250708/281745570397763?srsltid=AfmBOoqMEA5WKumToMzrzxN3SkbaG421B3RjG2_0_S0dnpnmw5SmDa8H
https://www.pressreader.com/search?query=self-caterers%20blamed&in=ALL&orderBy=Relevance&searchFor=Articles
https://www.westcoasttoday.co.uk/news/embattled-tourism-organisations-announce-new-partnership

Daily Record, Self-caterers protest against being "scapegoated" by Perth and Kinross
Council for housing crisis, 03/07/25

Herald, Council urged to understand consequences of tourism tax, 02/07/25

Short Term Rentalz, ASAP, PASC and ASSC strike alliance, 01/07/25

June 2025

Evening News, Edinburgh holiday home businesses join Scotland-wide call to 'stop the
scapegoating' of the self-catering sector, 29/06/25

STV, STV News at 6, 27/06/25

Press & Journal, Short-term let owners protest Highland Council after becoming
‘housing policy scapegoats’, 27/06/25

John O’ Groat Journal / Caithness Courier, Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers’ Stop
Scapegoating Self Caterers campaign hits Highlands as protestors target council
buildings, 27/06/25

Inverness Courier, Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers’ Stop Scapegoating Self
Caterers campaign hits Highlands as protestors target council buildings, 27/06/25

Northern Times, Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers’ Stop Scapegoating Self
Caterers campaign hits Highlands as protestors target council buildings, 27/06/25

Badenoch & Strathspey Herald, Proposal for blanket short term lets control zone for the
Highlands is blocked for now, 27/06/25

Daily Record, Stirling to launch 'tourist tax' consultation next month following council
approval, 26/06/25

STV News, Councillors propose control zone to limit Airbnb style lets in Highlands,
24/06/25

Scottish Business News, Local self-catering sector steps up to support Perth fire
victims, 24/06/25

Ayr Advertiser, Potential visitor plans are put on hold, 24/06/25

BBC Radio 4, Today programme, 24/06/25 [on Highland STLs]

Scottish Business News, Highland short-term let control area plans are ‘regulatory
overkill’ say leading tourist body, 24/06/25

Scottish Daily Mail, Demand for Highland control zone to limit Airbnb-style lets,
24/06/25 [clipping below]


https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/self-caterers-protest-against-being-35497520
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/self-caterers-protest-against-being-35497520
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25282881.council-urged-understand-consequences-tourism-tax/
https://shorttermrentalz.com/uncategorised/asap-pasc-and-assc-strike-alliance/
https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/business/edinburgh-holiday-home-businesses-join-scotland-wide-call-to-stop-the-scapegoating-of-the-self-catering-sector-5200382
https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/business/edinburgh-holiday-home-businesses-join-scotland-wide-call-to-stop-the-scapegoating-of-the-self-catering-sector-5200382
https://player.stv.tv/episode/4rfe/stv-news-aberdeen
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/inverness/6792099/inverness-short-term-let-highland-council-protest/
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/inverness/6792099/inverness-short-term-let-highland-council-protest/
https://www.johnogroat-journal.co.uk/news/stop-scapegoating-self-caterers-campaign-hits-highlands-as-385867/
https://www.johnogroat-journal.co.uk/news/stop-scapegoating-self-caterers-campaign-hits-highlands-as-385867/
https://www.johnogroat-journal.co.uk/news/stop-scapegoating-self-caterers-campaign-hits-highlands-as-385867/
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/stop-scapegoating-self-caterers-campaign-hits-highlands-as-385864/
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/stop-scapegoating-self-caterers-campaign-hits-highlands-as-385864/
https://www.northern-times.co.uk/news/stop-scapegoating-self-caterers-campaign-hits-highlands-as-385866/
https://www.northern-times.co.uk/news/stop-scapegoating-self-caterers-campaign-hits-highlands-as-385866/
https://www.strathspey-herald.co.uk/news/proposal-for-blanket-short-term-lets-control-zone-for-the-hi-385850/
https://www.strathspey-herald.co.uk/news/proposal-for-blanket-short-term-lets-control-zone-for-the-hi-385850/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/stirling-launch-tourist-tax-consultation-35457789
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/stirling-launch-tourist-tax-consultation-35457789
https://news.stv.tv/highlands-islands/councillors-propose-control-zone-to-limit-airbnb-style-lets-in-highlands
https://lardermag.co.uk/local-self-catering-sector-steps-up-to-support-perth-fire-victims/
https://lardermag.co.uk/local-self-catering-sector-steps-up-to-support-perth-fire-victims/
https://www.pressreader.com/search?query=association%20of%20scotland%27s%20self-caterers&orderBy=Date&hideSimilar=0&type=2&state=1&searchFor=Articles
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002dzfk
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/highland-short-term-let-control-area-plans-are-regulatory-overkill-say-leading-tourist-body/#article_start
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/highland-short-term-let-control-area-plans-are-regulatory-overkill-say-leading-tourist-body/#article_start

Forth Radio, Interview with Forth Radio, 24/06/25
BBC Radio Scotland, Drivetime, 23/06/25 [on Highland STLs]

Scottish Sun, LET IT GO Huge blow to holidaymakers as major restrictions could hit
popular Scots tourist spot, 23/06/25

Daily Express, Popular UK beauty spot could bring in new Airbnb ‘ban’, 23/06/25

Daily Record, Councillors propose limit on Airbnb-style holiday lets in Scottish
Highlands, 23/06/25

Perth Gazette, Self-catering sector steps up to support Perth fire victims, 23/06/25

BBC, Limit on Airbnb-style lets in Highlands proposed, 23/06/25

Central Fife Times, Fife residents invited to give views on short-term lets, 22/06/25

Dunfermline Press, Fife residents invited to give views on short-term lets, 22/06/25

Fife Today, Survey on possible new controls for short-term lets in Fife sparks criticism,
20/06/25

Scottish Financial News, Glasgow greenlights tourist tax, charging 5% levy from 2027,
20/06/25

Dram, Glasgow City Council gives visitor levy go-ahead, 20/06/25

Scottish Business News, Glasgow to introduce 5% tourist tax in 2027, 20/06/25

Daily Business, Glasgow’s 5% tourist tax ‘will be game-changer’, 20/06/25

Insider, Glasgow's tourist tax set to begin in January 2027, 19/06/25

BBC Radio Scotland, Fiona Campbell interview on Western Isles tourist tax, 19/06/25

Ayr Advertiser, South Ayrshire visitor levy plans agreed to be paused, 19/06/25

Insider, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar pauses visitor levy plan, 19/06/25

We Love Stornoway, Alarm from businesses halts tourist tax plan, 19/06/25

BBC, South Ayrshire Council to abandon tourist tax plan, 18/06/25

Scottish Business News, Ayrshire Councils signal caution on Visitor Levy after local
feedback, 18/06/25

Scotsman, South Ayrshire: The Scottish council, that covers Trump Turnberry, that has
shelved tourist tax plans, 18/06/25

Scottish Housing News, Fife Council calls for views on Short-term Let Control Areas,
17/06/25
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002dw1x
https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/travel/14979130/short-term-lets-control-zone-highlands/
https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/travel/14979130/short-term-lets-control-zone-highlands/
https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/2072376/uk-beauty-spot-mulls-airbnb-ban
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/councillors-propose-limit-airbnb-style-35435913
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/councillors-propose-limit-airbnb-style-35435913
https://perthgazette.co.uk/2025/06/self-catering-sector-steps-up-to-support-perth-fire-victims/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0j48z5e62zo
https://www.centralfifetimes.com/news/25254177.fife-residents-invited-give-views-short-term-lets/
https://www.dunfermlinepress.com/news/25254177.fife-residents-invited-give-views-short-term-lets/
https://www.fifetoday.co.uk/news/people/survey-on-possible-new-controls-for-short-term-lets-in-fife-sparks-criticism-5186574
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/glasgow-greenlights-tourist-tax-charging-5-levy-from-2027
https://dramscotland.co.uk/2025/06/20/glasgow-city-council-gives-visitor-levy-go-ahead/
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/glasgow-to-introduce-5-tourist-tax-in-2027/#article_start
https://dailybusinessgroup.co.uk/2025/06/glasgows-5-tourist-tax-will-be-game-changer/#google_vignette
https://www.insider.co.uk/news/glasgows-tourist-tax-set-begin-35421655
https://www.ayradvertiser.com/news/25251059.south-ayrshire-visitor-levy-plans-agreed-paused/
https://www.insider.co.uk/news/comhairle-nan-eilean-siar-pauses-35419134
https://www.welovestornoway.com/index.php/articles/38977-alarm-from-businesses-halts-tourist-tax-plan#google_vignette
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx20nggvyvgo
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/ayrshire-councils-signal-caution-on-visitor-levy-after-local-feedback/#article_start
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/ayrshire-councils-signal-caution-on-visitor-levy-after-local-feedback/#article_start
https://www.scotsman.com/news/scottish-news/south-ayrshire-the-scottish-council-that-covers-trump-turnberry-that-has-shelved-tourist-tax-plans-5183655
https://www.scotsman.com/news/scottish-news/south-ayrshire-the-scottish-council-that-covers-trump-turnberry-that-has-shelved-tourist-tax-plans-5183655
https://www.scottishhousingnews.com/articles/fife-council-calls-for-views-on-short-term-let-control-areas#:~:text=Fife%20Council%20is%20inviting%20residents,lets%20would%20need%20planning%20permission.

Helensburgh Advertiser, Arrochar tourism boss Fiona Campbell awarded MBE by King,
13/06/25

Lochside Press, Royal honours for tourism leader and police officer, 13/06/25

Scotsman, King's Birthday Honours: Scotland's recipients, from tartan to sausage rolls,
history to hills, 13/06/25

Daily Business, Damehood for Crosbie, The Who’s Daltrey knighted, 13/06/25

Ayr Advertiser, South Ayrshire visitor levy plans could be put on hold, 12/06/25
Carrick Herald, South Ayrshire visitor levy plans could be put on hold, 12/06/25
Ayrshire Post, South Ayrshire visitor levy plans could be put on hold, 12/06/25

Scottish Housing News, Housing promoted to Cabinet level with Mairi McAllan
appointed as secretary, 12/06/25

Daily Record, Tourist Tax' proposal could be put on hold at crunch meeting of South
Ayrshire councillors, 12/06/25

Northern Times, Moray and Highlands’ short-term lets are not to blame for housing
shortages, claims Fiona Campbell, CEO of the Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers,
03/06/25

Northern Scot, Moray and Highlands’ short-term lets are not to blame for housing
shortages, claims Fiona Campbell, CEO of the Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers,
02/06/25

Strathspey Herald, OP-ED: Stop the scapegoating: Highlands tourism needs facts not
finger-pointing, 01/06/25

May 2025

BBC Radio Four, Today Programme, 21/05/25

BBC Radio Scotland, Lunchtime Live, 21/05/25

Scottish Business News, Latest short-term let policy debacle hits Scotland’s self-
catering sector, 20/05/25

North Edinburgh News, Latest short-term let policy debacle hits Scotland’s self-
catering sector, says ASSC, 20/05/25

Daily Record, Perth and Kinross Council votes to start process to create Scotland's third
short-term let control area, 16/05/25

Scottish Business News, Self-catering businesses gather in Inverness to tackle new
rules and tourism challenges, 13/05/25
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https://www.helensburghadvertiser.co.uk/news/25238023.arrochar-tourism-boss-fiona-campbell-awarded-mbe-king/
https://thelochsidepress.com/2025/06/13/royal-honours-for-tourism-leader-and-police-officer/
https://www.scotsman.com/news/scottish-news/kings-birthday-honours-scotlands-recipients-from-tartan-to-sausage-rolls-history-to-hills-5175719
https://www.scotsman.com/news/scottish-news/kings-birthday-honours-scotlands-recipients-from-tartan-to-sausage-rolls-history-to-hills-5175719
https://dailybusinessgroup.co.uk/2025/06/damehood-for-crosbie-the-whos-daltrey-knighted/#google_vignette
https://www.ayradvertiser.com/news/25233553.south-ayrshire-visitor-levy-plans-put-hold/
https://www.scottishhousingnews.com/articles/housing-promoted-to-cabinet-level-with-mairi-mcallan-appointed-as-secretary
https://www.scottishhousingnews.com/articles/housing-promoted-to-cabinet-level-with-mairi-mcallan-appointed-as-secretary
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/ayrshire/tourist-tax-proposal-could-put-35379772
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/ayrshire/tourist-tax-proposal-could-put-35379772
https://www.northern-times.co.uk/news/stop-scapegoating-short-term-letters-urges-association-s-383751/
https://www.northern-times.co.uk/news/stop-scapegoating-short-term-letters-urges-association-s-383751/
https://www.northern-scot.co.uk/news/stop-scapegoating-short-term-letters-urges-association-s-383698/
https://www.northern-scot.co.uk/news/stop-scapegoating-short-term-letters-urges-association-s-383698/
https://www.strathspey-herald.co.uk/news/op-ed-stop-the-scapegoating-highlands-tourism-needs-facts-383626/
https://www.strathspey-herald.co.uk/news/op-ed-stop-the-scapegoating-highlands-tourism-needs-facts-383626/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002cdzk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002cb8q
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/latest-short-term-let-policy-debacle-hits-scotlands-self-catering-sector/#article_start
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/latest-short-term-let-policy-debacle-hits-scotlands-self-catering-sector/#article_start
https://nen.press/2025/05/20/latest-short-term-let-policy-debacle-hits-scotlands-self-catering-sector-says-ascc/
https://nen.press/2025/05/20/latest-short-term-let-policy-debacle-hits-scotlands-self-catering-sector-says-ascc/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/perth-kinross-council-votes-start-35186817
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/perth-kinross-council-votes-start-35186817
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/self-catering-businesses-gather-in-inverness-to-tackle-new-rules-and-tourism-challenges/#article_start
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/self-catering-businesses-gather-in-inverness-to-tackle-new-rules-and-tourism-challenges/#article_start

Perthshire Advertiser / Blairgowrie Advertiser / Strathearn Herald, Short-term let control
area to be established, 13/05/25 [clipping below]

Courier, Controls approved on short-term lets, 08/05/25

Daily Record, Trade group warns Stirling's proposed 'tourist tax' could 'harm' the
region's tourism, 06/05/25

Carrick Herald, Consultation on ‘tourist tax’ ending, 06/05/25 [clipping below]

Ayr Advertiser, South Ayrshire visitor levy consultation ending in May, 04/05/25

Ayrshire Today, South Ayrshire visitor levy consultation ending in May, 04/05/25

April 2025
BBC Scotland, An La, 30/04/25

Press and Journal, Holiday home tax could double in Green plan for Cairngorms
National Park, 29/04/25

Scotsman, Scottish holiday let owners to face tax hikes under new proposals to curb
second home ownership, 24/04/25

Glasgow Times, Association hits out over potential tourist tax, 24/04/25 [clipping below]

Glasgow Times, Plan on booking a hotel in Glasgow? This is the tax everyone will pay,
23/04/25

Central FM, Group wants pause on Stirling visitor levy plans, 23/04/25

Scottish Business News, Countdown is on to make voice heard on Glasgow Council’s
tourist tax plans, 22/04/25

Oban Times, Self-catering providers urge visitor levy pause, 17/04/25 [clipping below]

The Saint, Fife Council Considering A Tourist Tax, 17/04/25

Daily Record, Argyll and Bute Council to work with ‘external agency’ over proposals for
potential new tourist tax, 15/04/25

Scottish Farmer, Scottish Agritourism to expand board, 12/04/25

Central Fife Times, Council progresses plans which could see tourist tax introduced,
10/04/25 [clipping below]

Dunfermline Press, A tourist tax for Fife could bring in £8m, 10/04/25

Orkney News, “Tourism is not just for tourists — it’s for families, workers, and residents.”
Self-caterers Urged to Take Part in Visitor Levy Consultation, 09/04/25

Shetland News, Self-caterers association calls for tourist tax plans to be paused,
09/04/25
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https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/trade-group-warns-stirlings-proposed-35152746
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/trade-group-warns-stirlings-proposed-35152746
https://www.ayradvertiser.com/news/25127304.south-ayrshire-visitor-levy-consultation-ending-may/
https://www.ayrshire-today.co.uk/news/25127304.south-ayrshire-visitor-levy-consultation-ending-may/?ref=uber_nb&lp=1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002blym/an-la-30042025
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/politics/6743506/cairngorms-holiday-home-tax-greens/
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/politics/6743506/cairngorms-holiday-home-tax-greens/
https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/scottish-holiday-let-owners-to-face-tax-hikes-under-new-proposals-to-curb-second-home-ownership-5096218
https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/scottish-holiday-let-owners-to-face-tax-hikes-under-new-proposals-to-curb-second-home-ownership-5096218
https://www.glasgowtimes.co.uk/news/25107381.hydro-hospital-visits-staycations-pay-tourist-tax/
https://www.centralfm.co.uk/news/local-news/group-wants-pause-on-stirling-visitor-levy-plans/#:~:text=While%20tourist%20levies%20are%20common,services%2C%20where%20Scotland%20does%20not.
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/countdown-is-on-to-make-voice-heard-on-glasgow-councils-tourist-tax-plans/#article_start
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/countdown-is-on-to-make-voice-heard-on-glasgow-councils-tourist-tax-plans/#article_start
https://www.thesaint.scot/post/fife-council-considering-a-tourist-tax
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/argyll-bute-council-work-external-35058841
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/argyll-bute-council-work-external-35058841
https://theorkneynews.scot/2025/04/09/tourism-is-not-just-for-tourists-its-for-families-workers-and-residents-self-caterers-urged-to-take-part-in-visitor-levy-consultation/
https://theorkneynews.scot/2025/04/09/tourism-is-not-just-for-tourists-its-for-families-workers-and-residents-self-caterers-urged-to-take-part-in-visitor-levy-consultation/
https://www.shetnews.co.uk/2025/04/09/self-caterers-association-calls-tour1st/

Press and Journal, People urged to have their say on council plans for visitor levy,
09/04/25 [clipping below]

Daily Record, Campaigners warn more than 20 per cent of visitors could cancel plans
over proposed Stirling 'tourist tax’, 09/04/25

Oban Times, Self-caterers urge re-think on visitor levy as deadline looms, 08/04/25

Helensburgh Advertiser, Last call as Argyll and Bute visitor levy survey closes, 08/04/25

We Love Stornoway, Self-cater group in plea to change visitor levy plan, 08/04/25

Lochside Press, Call for ‘pause’in Argyll and Bute tourist tax, 08/04/25

Daily Record, Stirling residents give ‘strong initial response' to tourist tax consultation,
07/04/25

The Ferret, Who’s lobbying Scotland? How big business influences Scottish ministers,
06/04/25

Sunday National, The businesses conducting the most lobbying in the Scottish
Parliament, 06/04/25

Courier, Fife Council urged to ‘tread carefully’ over tourist tax plans, 06/04/25

Dunfermline Press, Fife Council to consult on tourist tax which could bring in £8m a
year, 04/04/25

Scottish Business News, Fife Council explores tourist tax to boost local economy,
04/04/25

Fife Today, Fife tourist tax: tourism group’s ‘grave reservations’ as it urges councillors to
‘tread carefully’, 03/04/25

Herald, Council agrees to consult on a visitor levy for Fife, 03/04/25

March 2025

Inverness Courier, Inverness neighbourhood’s character is changing amid rising
numbers of short term let properties, say residents, 30/03/25

Holyrood, Home no more, 26/03/25

Daily Record, Perth and Kinross chalet parks hit with "unfair" and "excessive" fees for
multiple short-term lets, 26/03/25

Strathspey & Badenoch Herald, Time is running out in Badenoch and Strathspey to
speak on possible visitor tax, 22/03/25

The Courier, Lets licences spark ‘serious concerns’, 21/03/25 [clipping below]

Perthshire Advertiser, Chalet owners are demoralised and disappointed over ‘unfair’
licence fees, 21/03/25 [clipping below]
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https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/campaigners-warn-more-20-per-35022197
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/campaigners-warn-more-20-per-35022197
https://www.westcoasttoday.co.uk/news/self-caterers-urge-re-think-on-visitor-levy-as-deadline-looms
https://www.helensburghadvertiser.co.uk/news/25074653.last-call-argyll-bute-visitor-levy-survey-closes/
https://welovestornoway.com/index.php/articles/38031-self-cater-group-in-plea-to-change-visitor-levy-plan#google_vignette
https://thelochsidepress.com/2025/04/08/call-for-pause-in-argyll-and-bute-tourist-tax/?fbclid=IwY2xjawJjORlleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHsGfnoXu_qZmrXJc3IPalriIUCzp5Al_ryCyj6KJEvVlP5OHbTRmJfIEgdYu_aem_FJ1IsAKDlesrolJihcNTaw
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/stirling-residents-give-strong-initial-35009947
https://theferret.scot/lobbying-scotland-business-scottish-ministers/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/25066955.revealed-businesses-conducting-lobbying/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/25066955.revealed-businesses-conducting-lobbying/
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/5216449/fife-tourist-tax-plans/
https://www.dunfermlinepress.com/news/25064307.fife-council-consult-tourist-tax-bring-8m-year/
https://www.dunfermlinepress.com/news/25064307.fife-council-consult-tourist-tax-bring-8m-year/
https://scottishbusinessnews.net/fife-council-explores-tourist-tax-to-boost-local-economy/#article_start
https://www.fifetoday.co.uk/news/people/fife-tourist-tax-tourism-groups-grave-reservations-as-it-urges-councillors-to-tread-carefully-5066232
https://www.fifetoday.co.uk/news/people/fife-tourist-tax-tourism-groups-grave-reservations-as-it-urges-councillors-to-tread-carefully-5066232
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25061795.council-agrees-consult-visitor-levy-fife/
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/it-is-going-to-be-soulless-community-leaders-voice-fear-378178/
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/it-is-going-to-be-soulless-community-leaders-voice-fear-378178/
https://www.holyrood.com/comment/view,home-no-more-23182
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/perth-kinross-chalet-parks-hit-34901671
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/perth-kinross-chalet-parks-hit-34901671
https://www.strathspey-herald.co.uk/news/what-does-badenoch-and-strathspey-think-of-the-proposed-visi-377705/
https://www.strathspey-herald.co.uk/news/what-does-badenoch-and-strathspey-think-of-the-proposed-visi-377705/

Blairgowrie Advertiser, Chalet owners call for fairness, 21/03/25 [clipping below]

BBC Scotland/BBC One, Debate Night, 19/03/25

Clydebank Post, Self-catering group urges rethink on West Dunbartonshire tax,
07/03/25

Daily Record, Residents and traders urged to share their views on Stirling's proposed
new 'tourist tax', 03/03/25

February 2025

Scottish Financial News, ASSC: £1bn Industry threatened by ‘heavy-handed
regulations’, 26/02/25

Scottish Housing News, ASSC hosts regional gathering to tackle urgent challenges
facing self-catering sector, 26/02/25

Ayr Advertiser, South Ayrshire residents give thoughts on visitor levy plan, 24/02/25

Ayr Advertiser, South Ayrshire Council urged to pause visitor levy plan, 19/02/25

Deadline News, US Department of State reveals Edinburgh has highest lodging rate in

the world during summer, 18/02/25

Deadline News, Following in Edinburgh’s footsteps: Aberdeen City Council agrees to
public consultation on visitor levy, 18/02/25

Daily Record, Consultation on Falkirk 'tourist tax' scheme worth £1m gets council
backing, 14/02/25

Falkirk Herald, Falkirk Council agree to consult in introducing tourist tax, 14/02/25

Insider, Consultation on Falkirk tourist tax agreed, 14/02/25

Evening News, Edinburgh short-term lets: Owners seeking compensation warn bill to
council could top £1 million, 13/02/25

Daily Telegraph, Taxpayers face £1m bill for Labour council’s botched holiday let
clampdown, 13/02/25

Herald, Edinburgh short-term let owners lodge compensation claims, 12/02/25

Scotsman, Why holiday let owners claim they are due £1m compensation from
Edinburgh Council, 12/02/25

Scottish Business News, Edinburgh Council facing £1 million compensation payouts
over unlawful planning fees, 12/02/25

Landlord Today, Council may face £1m bill for botched policy on Airbnb landlords,
12/02/25
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00295tv
https://www.clydebankpost.co.uk/news/24958963.self-catering-group-urges-rethink-west-dunbartonshire-tax/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/residents-traders-urged-share-views-34785142.amp
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/residents-traders-urged-share-views-34785142.amp
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https://www.ayradvertiser.com/news/24951898.south-ayrshire-residents-give-thoughts-visitor-levy-plan/
https://www.ayradvertiser.com/news/24947880.south-ayrshire-council-urged-pause-visitor-levy-plan/
https://www.deadlinenews.co.uk/2025/02/18/us-department-of-state-reveals-edinburgh-has-highest-lodging-rate-in-the-world-during-summer/
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https://www.deadlinenews.co.uk/2025/02/18/following-in-edinburghs-footsteps-aberdeen-city-council-agrees-to-public-consultation-on-visitor-levy/
https://www.deadlinenews.co.uk/2025/02/18/following-in-edinburghs-footsteps-aberdeen-city-council-agrees-to-public-consultation-on-visitor-levy/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/consultation-falkirk-tourist-tax-scheme-34681054
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/consultation-falkirk-tourist-tax-scheme-34681054
https://www.falkirkherald.co.uk/news/politics/falkirk-council-agree-to-consult-in-introducing-tourist-tax-4991959
https://www.insider.co.uk/news/consultation-falkirk-tourist-tax-agreed-34680040
https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/edinburgh-short-term-lets-owners-seeking-compensation-warn-bill-to-council-could-top-ps1-million-4989620
https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/edinburgh-short-term-lets-owners-seeking-compensation-warn-bill-to-council-could-top-ps1-million-4989620
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/taxpayers-foot-1m-bill-labour-council-holiday-let-crackdown/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/property/second-homes/taxpayers-foot-1m-bill-labour-council-holiday-let-crackdown/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24930424.edinburgh-short-term-let-owners-lodge-compensation-claims/
https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/holiday-let-owners-looking-to-claim-ps1m-compensation-from-edinburgh-council-4988488
https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/holiday-let-owners-looking-to-claim-ps1m-compensation-from-edinburgh-council-4988488
https://scottishbusiness.news/edinburgh-council-facing-1-million-compensation-payouts-over-unlawful-planning-fees/#article_start
https://scottishbusiness.news/edinburgh-council-facing-1-million-compensation-payouts-over-unlawful-planning-fees/#article_start
https://www.landlordtoday.co.uk/breaking-news/2025/02/council-may-face-1m-bill-for-botched-policy-on-airbnb-landlords/

North Edinburgh News, Edinburgh council facing £1 million compensation payouts over
unlawful planning fees in ‘shambolic’ short-term let licensing rollout, 12/02/25

Falkirk Herald, Falkirk Council warned to 'tread carefully' on any plans to introduce a 5%
tourist tax, 11/02/25

Central FM, Interview with Fiona Campbell on Falkirk visitor levy, 11/02/25

Scottish Housing News, Aberdeen mulls highest Visitor Levy in Scotland, 11/02/25

Scottish Financial News, Aberdeen mulls highest Visitor Levy in Scotland, 10/02/25

Original 106, Interview with Fiona Campbell on Aberdeen visitor levy, 10/02/25

Aberdeen Business News, Aberdeen Council’s 7% tourist tax plans cause comment,
07/02/25

Daily Business, Two thirds of councils considering a visitor levy, 06/02/25

Short Term Rentalz, Edinburgh eases short-term letting rules during Festival period,
05/02/25

North Edinburgh News, Councillors agree changes to Edinburgh’s short term lets
licensing policy, 05/02/25

Times, Airbnb rules relaxed to help Edinburgh Fringe performers find digs, 04/02/25

Scottish Daily Express, Edinburgh council backs move to make it easier for Fringe
performers and concert-goers to rent a room, 04/02/25

Scottish Housing News, Edinburgh agrees changes to short-term lets licensing policy,
04/02/25

Scottish Business News, ASSC warn over “part-time approach” to STL health and safety,
04/02/25

GB News, The UK could enforce more tourist taxes as Glasgow considers a fee for
overnight stays, 02/02/25

Scottish Daily Mail, Edinburgh's already an expensive city... this tourist tax risks
chopping off access to all but the wealthy elite, 01/02/25

Evening Times, Tourist tax will not be rushed in city, says Bell, 01/02/25 [print edition]
January 2025

Daily Express, Major UK city plots brutal tourist tax in blow to hotels and AirBnBs,
31/01/25

BBC, Glasgow to consult on introduction of tourist tax, 30/01/25

Evening Times, Tourist tax to be rolled out in Glasgow 'as fast as we possibly can’,
30/01/25
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https://nen.press/2025/02/12/edinburgh-council-facing-1-million-compensation-payouts-over-unlawful-planning-fees-in-shambolic-short-term-let-licensing-rollout/
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https://www.scottishhousingnews.com/articles/aberdeen-mulls-highest-visitor-levy-in-scotland
https://www.scottishfinancialnews.com/articles/aberdeen-mulls-highest-visitor-levy-in-scotland#:~:text=The%20Visitor%20Levy%20allows%20Scottish,Aberdeen's%20proposal%20is%20significantly%20higher.
https://aberdeenbusiness.news/aberdeen-councils-7-tourist-tax-plans-cause-comment/
https://dailybusinessgroup.co.uk/2025/02/two-thirds-of-councils-considering-a-visitor-levy/
https://shorttermrentalz.com/news/edinburgh-eases-stl-rules-festival/
https://nen.press/2025/02/04/councillors-agree-changes-to-edinburghs-short-term-lets-licensing-policy/
https://nen.press/2025/02/04/councillors-agree-changes-to-edinburghs-short-term-lets-licensing-policy/
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/edinburgh-airbnb-rules-fringe-festival-oasis-hsrg929v2
https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/scottish-news/edinburgh-council-backs-move-make-34615043
https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/scottish-news/edinburgh-council-backs-move-make-34615043
https://www.scottishhousingnews.com/articles/edinburgh-agrees-changes-to-short-term-lets-licensing-policy
https://scottishbusiness.news/assc-warn-over-part-time-approach-to-stl-health-and-safety/#article_start
https://www.gbnews.com/travel/scotland-tourist-tax-glasgow-overnight-stays
https://www.gbnews.com/travel/scotland-tourist-tax-glasgow-overnight-stays
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14348037/Edinburghs-expensive-city-tourist-tax-risks-chopping-access-wealthy-elite.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14348037/Edinburghs-expensive-city-tourist-tax-risks-chopping-access-wealthy-elite.html
https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/2007962/major-uk-city-tourist-tax-airbnbs-hotels
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c70qr482l4go
https://www.glasgowtimes.co.uk/news/scottish-news/24897865.tourist-tax-rolled-glasgow-as-fast-possibly-can-/

Independent, Second Scottish city in talks to introduce a tourist tax, 30/01/25

Insider, Glasgow tourist tax consultation agreed, 30/01/25

Glasgow Live, Glasgow tourist tax coming 'as fast as we can without tripping ourselves
up', 30/01/25

STV News, Glasgow tourist tax 'could do more harm than good', warns hospitality
industry, 30/01/25

Herald, Scotland's largest city to decide on tourist tax next stage, 29/01/25

Glasgow Live, Trade warns Glasgow must avoid tourist tax doing 'more harm than good),

29/01/25

Scottish Business News, Leading trade body cautions on Glasgow tourist tax plans,
28/01/25

Scottish Housing News, Edinburgh declares Scotland’s first visitor levy, 27/01/25

Scottish Financial News, Edinburgh declares Scotland’s first visitor levy, 27/01/25

Scottish Daily Mail, Edinburgh becomes first tourist tax city as risky 5 pc night levy gets
green light, 25/01/25 [print edition]

Daily Mail, Visitor fears as Edinburgh approves tourist tax’, 25/01/25 [print edition]

North Edinburgh News, Edinburgh declares Scotland’s first visitor levy, 25/01/25

Scottish Business News, Dissenting voices warn Edinburgh Council that a badly
implemented tax will be harmful, 25/01/25

Times, Edinburgh’s tourist tax: all you need to know, 25/01/25

Mail Online, Edinburgh becomes first 'tourist tax' city as controversial 5% per night
charge passes its final hurdle, 24/01/25

Daily Telegraph, Controversial tourist tax approved in Edinburgh despite warnings,
24/01/25

Daily Business, Edinburgh council extends booking date for visitor levy, 24/01/25

Scottish Daily Express, Scots to be charged to stay overnight in Edinburgh from next
summer under SNP tourist tax, 24/01/25

Edinburgh Reporter, City agrees details of new visitor levy, 24/01/25

National, Edinburgh tourist tax passes final hurdle as councillors give go-ahead,
24/01/25

Midlothian View, Edinburgh first city to impose visitors levy, 24/01/25

ITV, Fiona Campbell interview on tourist tax on Good Morning Britain, 22/01/25
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https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/glasgow-news/glasgow-tourist-tax-coming-as-30899519
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https://scottishbusiness.news/dissenting-voices-warn-edinburgh-council-that-a-badly-implemented-tax-will-be-harmful/#article_start
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/edinburgh-tourist-tax-consultation-council-2tktnnlcw
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14322793/Edinburgh-tourist-tax-city-controversial-5-night-charge-passes-final-hurdle.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14322793/Edinburgh-tourist-tax-city-controversial-5-night-charge-passes-final-hurdle.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2025/01/24/edinburgh-tourist-tax-hotels-bed-breakfast-airbnb-overnight/
https://dailybusinessgroup.co.uk/2025/01/edinburgh-council-extends-booking-date-for-visitor-levy/
https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/politics/scots-charged-stay-overnight-edinburgh-34549128
https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/politics/scots-charged-stay-overnight-edinburgh-34549128
https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2025/01/city-agrees-details-of-new-tourist-tax/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/24883790.edinburgh-tourist-tax-passes-final-hurdle-councillors-give-go-ahead/
https://www.midlothianview.com/news/edinburgh-first-city-to-impose-visitors-levy

Scottish Financial News, ASSC: Edinburgh Council can be ‘sensible or slapdash’ on
tourist tax, 17/01/25

Scottish Business News, Edinburgh Council can be ‘sensible or slapdash’ on tourist tax,
warns ASSC, 17/01/25

North Edinburgh News, Council can be ‘sensible or slapdash’ on tourist tax, warns
ASSC, 17/01/25

Herald, 'Operational chaos': Edinburgh warned over visitor levy plan, 16/01/25

Scottish Daily Mail, 13k for a Fringe flat? You’re having a laugh, 11/01/25 [print edition]

Deadline News, Edinburgh Fringe “early bird” accommodation prices already as high as
£13,000 for a month’s stay, 10/01/25

Scottish Financial News, Edinburgh set to introduce Scotland’s first Visitor Levy,
09/01/25

Strathspey & Badenoch Herald, ‘Council is on shoogly peg’ on lets, 09/01/25 [print
edition]

Times, Scottish Business Digest: Edinburgh councillors are poised to approve the first
Scottish tourist tax next week, 09/01/25

Scottish Housing News, Edinburgh set to introduce Scotland’s first Visitor Levy,
09/01/25

North Edinburgh News, Edinburgh poised to declare Scotland’s first visitor levy,
09/01/25

Edinburgh Reporter, Councillors expected to approve tourist tax this month, 09/01/25

Mail Online, Edinburgh to introduce 5% tourist tax for overnight stays - in first mandatory
city-wide scheme in Britain, 09/01/25

Scottish Daily Mail, Welcome to Edinburgh...now cough up your 5% tourist tax (plus
VAT), 09/01/25 [print edition]

Insider, Edinburgh councillors poised to approve visitor levy, 09/01/25

STV News, Edinburgh set to be first city in Scotland to implement tourist tax, 08/01/25

Telegraph, Edinburgh to introduce 5pc tourist tax despite wide opposition, 08/01/25

Midlothian View, Edinburgh poised to declare Scotland’s first visitor levy, 08/01/25

STV News, News at Six, 08/01/25 [interview on ECC tourist tax]
BBC News, Reporting Scotland, Evening News, 08/01/25 [interview on ECC tourist tax]

Forth Radio, Interview on Edinburgh’s tourist tax, 08/01/25
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Scottish Housing News, Report provides ‘compelling evidence’ short-term lets fail to

impact Edinburgh’s housing market, 07/01/25
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Tourism
bosses in
visitor tax

opposition

STUART GILLESPIE

Tourism bosses have reiterated
calls for pnmls for a visitor
levyto be hal

The council has launched a
consultation into the idea of a tourist tax,
there people an
extra fee on top of their accommodation
prices. The Association of Scotland'’s Self-
Caterers has expressed concerns about

law would have to wait until after May's
Scottish Parliament elections.

In recent days, the council has started
its “engagement programme” into a
possible visitor levy, with online surveys,

i

effective and proportionate approach

between now and November 21.

CEO of the Association of Scotland’s
Self-Caterers, Fiona Campbell MBE, said:
“This announcement comes as a growing
number of councils across Scotland are

theidea- id
bep dwhile the ScottishG
considers changing the legislation.

As things stand, the fee would be a
percentage of the accommodation cost
- but Public Finance Minister lvan McKee
has revealed that could be changed to
allow local authorities to charge a flat
rate instead. How any change of the

dering their tourist tax plans,
recognising the practical challenges the
percentage-based model presents.

“We strongly urge Dumfries and
Galloway Council to closely monitor the
rollout of the scheme in Edinburgh and
await potential changes from the Scottish
Government which could introduce
greater flexibility and allow for a more

for small like self-catering.

“It is important to recognise that any
local tax would not just apply to those
travelling from overseas, it would be paid
by ordinary Scots choosing to holiday
within theirown country. That factis too
often overlooked, especially at a time
when many households are grappling
with the cost of living.

“Moreover, there's also no evidence
of over-tourism in the region - this
raises questions about the rationale for
introducing such a charge in an area that
actively seeks to attract more visitors, not
deter them. Self-catering is a comerstone

Tax plea CEO of the Association of Scotland's Self-Caterers, Fiona Campbell MBE

“Tourism is vital to our region’s

of rural tourism and supports jobs,
i ds, and across
Dumfries and Galloway, with our sector
alone providing a £32m annual boost to
the local area.

“The ASSC will engage constructively

y. A visitor levy could provide a
sustainable way to invest in the services
and infrastructure that make Dumfries
and Galloway a top destination.

“At this stage we have not decided to

P a visitor levy scheme. We
need your feedback through this early

inth process hy
concerns of our members and the wider
tourism industry are fully d. We

hope that council see sense and follow

10 help us decide whether
this should move forward with a formal

other councils in taking the p
step to postpone theirwork on this issue”

Following the launch of the
consultation, the chairman of the
council’s economy and infrastructure
committee, Andy Ferguson, said:

© 1 Id ge residents,
visitors and tourism businesses to take
t in the engagement and have their
voices heard”
For more info visit www
2 fvisitorevy
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Counc
introd

Stuart Reid
b e iy

EAST Ayrshire Council has
confirmed it will not be in-
troducing a visitor levy in the
near future.

At a cabinet meeting last week,
councillors heard the results of
engagement and consideration
undertaken by the authority’s
economic growth team following
the introduction of The Visitor
Levy (Scotland) Act 2024.

As a result of the review, they
agreed to pause any further work
on development of a levy until
August 2027 until more evidence
is available about the impact of
the scheme in other areas and on
the wider visitor economy.

The report set out to cabinet
recommended that a levy should
not be introduced in the area at
this time,

Research in East Ayrshire con-
cluded that the relatively small
size of the overnight hospitality
sector in the area, coupled with
the costs of setting up and admin-
istering a scheme, would render
any move to introduce a local

Cumnock Chronicle

Welcome to
EAST AYRSHIRE

The dedision was made at a council cabinet meeting. Image: Street view

visitor levy uneconomic in the
current climate.

East Ayrshire has a total of 134
businesses offering overnight ac-
commodation.

These include hotels, bed and
breakfasts, campsites and li-
censed accommodation. This im-
portant infrastructure brought

in revenue of £9.2 million to the
local economy in 2024.
Explaining the decision, Coun-
cillor lan Linton, cabinet mem-
ber for economic growth and
tourism, said: “Across Scotland
we know there are areas where
over-tourism is a problem, caus-
ing overcrowding in tourism ‘hot-

il axe plans to
uce visitor levy

spots’ and a strain on resources.

“The Visitor Levy Act gives lo-
cal authorities the power to levy
the charges to help them cope
with the demands on infrastruc-
ture which this produces. In some
areas rates of between two per
cent and seven per cent are being
considered.

“At the same time, we had to
look at the specific situation in
East Ayrshire, and as a result of
consultations with our partner
organisations and the tourism
business community we recog-
nised that, while we are broadly
supportive of the visitor levy
scheme because of the opportuni-
ties it would provide to reinvest
in the local tourism economy, our
own circumstances mean it is not
viable or appropriate to imple-
ment it at this time.

“Our research showed that set-
up costs alone would be no less
than £110k with recurring an-
nual costs of at least £190k based
on 2023 prices. We could not jus-
tify finding this from our own
budgets which are already hard-
pressed.”

Decisionis
welcomed

THE Association of Scotland’s
Self-Caterers has backed East
Ayrshire Council's decision

to block the introduction of

a visitor levy for at least two
years.

A cabinet meeting confirmed
plans that it would not
introduce the added cost to
overnight accommodation until
at least 2027.

East Ayrshire has a total
of 134 businesses offering
overnight accommodation.

These include hotels, bed
and breakfasts, campsites
and licensed accommodation,
with the council adding that
this important infrastructure
brought in revenue of £9.2
million to the local economy in
2024.

Supporting the council's
decision, Fiona Campbell MBE,
CEO of the Association of
Scotland’s Self-Caterers, said:
“The Association of Scotland’s
Self-Caterers welcomes East
Ayrshire Council’s sensible and
pragmatic decision to halt the
development of a visitor levy.

“We encourage other councils
to follow suit: pause any
ongoing work, closely monitor
developments in Edinburgh,
and await potential national
policy changes that could
enable a more equitable and
effective alternative.”
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Welcome move Fiona Campbell, CEO of the ASSC
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Tourist tax call welcomed by

East Ayrshire Council’s decision to
pause a tourist tax has been hailed
as “sensible and pragmatic” by The
Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers.
The group has welcomed the move to
halt the development of a visitor levy
The body said that small
accommodation providers would be
hit by a “disproportionate burden”
using the current percentage-based
model
By becoming the sixth Scottish

council to pause or reverse plans

- alongside Orkney, Shetland, the
Western Isles, South Ayrshire, and
Argyll and Bute - East Ayrshire joins a
growing wave of local authorities who

are questioning the current levy model.

Fiona Campbell MBE, CEO of the
Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers,
said: "We encourage other councils

to follow suit- pause any ongoing
work, closely monitor developments
in Edinburgh, and await potential

industry leader

national policy changes that could
enable a more equitable and effective
alternative”

Founded in 1978, the Association
of Scottish Self-Caterers represents
around 1,600 members.

Councillors in East Ayrshire have hit
pause on any visitor levy until August
2027 when more evidence is available
about the impact of the scheme in
other areas and on the wider visitor
economy.
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Daily Mail, Thursday, October 2, 2025

Self- catermg holiday lets hit by
Greens’ second home tax hlke

SCOTLAND'S tourism industry has
been undermined by a controversial
decision to allow eye-watering tax
rises on holiday homes, business
leaders have claimed.

Self-catering industry rcpresent.at.lves
condemned late l.l{&
islation forced by the Scot
Greens which will give local authorities
the T to impose unlimited council
tax increases on second homes.

Under existing rules, council tax has
already doubled in most parts of Scot-
land for second homes, as well as long-

By Michael Blackley
Scottish Political Editor

term empty properties. But changes to
the Housing (Scotland) Bill mean coun-
clls will now be able to impose unlimited
increases of more than 100 per cent
above the usual rate for holiday lets and
other second homes.

Scottish Government figures indicate
it could impact up to 21,606 ‘second
homes’ in Scotland.

Fiona Campbell, chief executive of the
Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers,

sald: 'Ross Greer is for once t about
the large number of empty homes in
Scotland which could help address the
housing crisis. Sadly, his fixation with
self-catering has blinded him.
Selr-cal.erlng properties are not lying
' they are active, regulated, vital
con tors to Scotland’s vital tourism
sector, generating £1billion annually and
supporting thousands of jobs.”
Scottish Greens co-leader Mr Greer
sald: ‘This change will help us tackle the
housing emergency while raising tens of
millions of pounds for local services.’

Highland Council’s neighbouring local authority is the fifth to vote to pause ‘tourist tax’ plans

Councillors in Highland  full council meeting after a
council’s neighbouring  report revealed that more
Argyll and Bute Council than half of the 3,000-plus

Ayrshire who have also
halted plans for a new levy.
Highland Council is still

A spokesperson told the
Lochaber
responses to the visitor levy

CEO of the Association of
Scotland’s Self-Caterers,
said: “The council joins a

Times: “The

have voted to pause the
visitor levy process - but
two bids to scrap the charge
altogether failed.

The next steps in the
process were debated in a

respondents did not want a
charge in the area at all.

The local  authority
joins  Shetland, Orkney,
Combhairle nan Eilean Siar
(Western Isles) and South

waiting to release the results
of its consultation on a five
per cent visitor levy.

It received around 4,000
responses to its consultation,
which closed on March 31.

consultation are currently
being analysed and consid-
ered. They will be reported
to committee at a future
date.”

Fiona Campbell MBE,

growing number of local
authorities taking time to re-
assess their plans in light of
ongoing stakeholder discus-
sions and potential Scottish
Government changes.

22



SNP ‘climbdown’ over tourist tax

Greig Cameron Scottish Business Editor

Businesses and travellers face further
confusion after a “climbdown’” by SNP
ministers on & fourism tax in Scotland.
Ivan McKeg, the public finance min-
ister, said the SN P government wasniow
Lc;kfiug atsﬂwmgighmmulsto chargea
ee on overnight stays, prom
industry groups to queﬁiéu?whgttﬁ
the ariginal legislation was fit for
pose. The change comes lessthan afort-
night before Edinburgh s goirg live
withits visitor levy of a 5per cent fee on
ﬂmﬁo‘ﬁ]t ﬁm%o&i?m d last
e law o ear
only sllow??ﬂ?tehepateg;:gem to
be implemented by local authorities.
Businesses m Ednburgh had called
for the levy to be delayed becauss of
concerns about its administration. It

was announced this week that the
scheme would go ahead, meaning the
additional 5 per cent cost applies to
bookings made from October] for any
stays that begin from July 24 next year.

McKee has written to Holyroods
economy and fairwork committes stat-
ing that the government is aware that
“some areas of Scotland are seeking
greater flexibility in how the levy 15
apﬂéed and administered”

said: “Consequently, we are now
actively extending powers to local
authorities, ncluding the option to in-
troduce a single ﬂa'ﬁ'ate mﬂ flat
rate model alongside the existing per-
centage-based approach.”

It is not yet clear how the govern-
ment could amend existing legislation
arintroduce new laws before the disso-
lution of parliament ahead of the elect-

ion in May next year, Guy Hinks, the
chairman of the Federation of Small
Businesses Scotland, said the change
“adds another layer of complexity toan
already muddled situation.

“The businesses who have to imple-
ment the visitor levy have so far had to
contendwith a distinct lack of detailed

idance aswell as late changes to how
the scheme will cperate. Now we arein
aposition where a single business may
beforced to navigate both apercentage
rate levy and a flat rate one, simply
because they operate in two different
local authority areas”

Fiona Campbell, the chief executive
of the Association of Scotlands Self-
Caterers, welcomed the proposed
change but said: “However, itis regret-
tab]e%hxtﬂ'lese&s]lengeswa‘enotad—
dressed earlier and that the legislation

was notwritten fit for purpose from the
outset. Hada more pragmaticapp
been taken, we could have avoided the
unnecessary uncertainty and &
ﬁoualriskmalsinesses algnow fa?:?l;.
“All eyes will be on Edinburgh's im-
plementation. While it will serve as a
test case, there is no doubt it will posea
huge challenge for accommodation
providers already under considerable

Leon Thompson, executive director
of UKHospitality Scotland, said: “Tt’s
unclear how councils might now be
given the power to set a charge at a flat
rate and, frankly, none of this would
now be helpful for businesses,

“Two different systems would simply
createa two-terlevy model that would
be costly for businesses and unhelpfial
for visitors to Scotland." Murdo Fraser,

of the Scottish Conservatives, said:
is 15 a rare occurrence of the nation-
alists acknowledging their current
plans would have been damaging and
accepting common-sense suggestions.
“However, there s still much work to
be done This will not remove the
bp.la.l]cmﬁc s_l.ljid financial burdens the
visitor levy will continue to s’
Gageuva has agreed to appT'P:S per
cent charge from January 2027, while
Aberdeencouncillorshavebacked 7 per
cent. Some other couneils, such as Shet-
land, have decided against any charges.
A Scottish government spokesman
said: “We recognise that some councils
and industry stakeholders would like
additional flexibility or change in how
the levy is applied and administered,
andw e are actively exploring options to
support this in the future”
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Hotel chiefs fears
over tourism tax

Concerns proposals WI|| haveimpacton business

STUART GILLESPIE

Tourism leaders
foravisitor levyin
and Galloway are “kicked
into the long grass”.

Councillors have agreed to hold a
consultation into the introduction a
tourist tax, where people coming to
the region pay an extra fee on top of
their accommodation prices.

But Chris Walker, who runs the
Selkirk Arms in Kirkcudbright, fearsit
will be bad news for both businesses
and visitors,

He said: “Businesses are struggling
enough at the minute.

“The council should probably be
lookingat it’s rates rather than hitting
the tourists with a rate.

‘The rating system is wrong, we all
know that.

“Ifthey’re trying to get more money
intheyshould revaluate how people
are charged on business rates rather
than give them another layer of
financial bureaucracy to manage a
system to generate an income.

“It won't be good for the visitor to
have another charge. | hqpc it'll be
kicked into the long grass!

Mr Walker is one of a number of
members of the South of Scotland
Destination Alliance who has raised
the matter with the tourism body’s
chief executive David Hope-Jones
OBE.

Bad news Chris Walker

Mr Hope-Jones said: “The SSDA
does not suli)pon the introduction
of a visitor levy in Dumfries and
Galloway at this time, given the many
challenges businesses are facing to
survive,

“There have been huge increases in
costs for visitor economy businesses,
including in National Insurance, the
National Living Wage, and energy
alongside reduced consumer
spending power due to inflation and
cost-of-living pressures.

“We recognise the urgent need for
increased investment to support the
visitor economy but we do not thinka
levy is the answer at this time.”

The CEO of the Association of

Scotland’s Self Caterers, Fiona
Campbell MBE, also isn't convinced
it's the way forward.

She said: “The ASSC recognises the
importance of sustainable tourism
in Dumfries and Galloway but we
implore the council to proceed with
caution.

“Dumfries and Galloway's
visitor economy is built upon small
operators who are already navigating
achallenging regulatory environment
and rising costs.

“The imposition of a tourist tax
risks placing additional burdens on
responsible, homegrown businesses
that are vital to the region’s economic
and cultural fabric.

“This decision is far too important
to get wrong. Sell-catering alone
delivers a £32 million annual boost to
the local economyand supports more
than 1,000 jobs according to a recent
analysis by BIGGAR Economics.

“"While some areas, such as
Edinburgh, have pressed ahead at
pace - risking reputational harm
and undermining competitiveness
- others, like South Ayrshire and the
Western Isles, are rightly opting to
delay implementation to allow for a
more considered approach.

“We therefore urge Dumfries
and Galloway to tread carefully,
listening to the voice of business
who will ultimately be responsible
foradministering this scheme. I taken

forward, it needs to be right from the
very outset and they must be open
about who will be charged - itwon't
just be foreign visitors but ordinary
Scotsstaying in the area”

“The ASSC continues to call for
meaningful and ongoing engagement
with industry, to ensure that any
proposed levy is workable in practice,
sensitive to rural realities, and does
notundermine the very sector it seeks
tosupport”

Members of the council'seconomy
and infrastructure committee recently
voted 12-4 in favour of holding a
consultation into the idea of a visitor
levy.

Committee chairman, Councillor
Andy Ferguson, said: “Tourism is vital
to our region’s economy. A visitor
levy could provide a sustainable
way to invest in the services and
infrastructure that make Dumiries and
Galloway a top destination, while also
supromng our local communities.”

a tourist tax is introduced, it
wouldn't be implemented until 2028
at the earliest.

Committee vice chairman,
Councillor Tony Berretti, added:
“Through the engagement process,
we want to hear from everyone -
residents, businesses, and visitors
- about how a visitor levy could work
for Dumfries and Galloway.

“This is about building a better
future for tourism in our region.”
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Approach plan

for tourist tax
w:th caution’

STUART GILLESPIE

A tourism chief has expressed
concernaboutthe of
avisitorlevy being introduced
in Dumfries and Galloway.

Councillors have agreed to hold a
consultation into the introduction a
tourist tax, where people coming to the
region pay an extra fee on top of their
accommodation prices.

Citiesincluding Glasgow, Aberdeen
and Edinburgh are set to introduce a
levy in the next few years

But the CEO of the Association
of Scotland’s Self Caterers, Fiona
Campbell MBE, isn'tconvinced it's the
way forward.

She sald: “The ASSC recognises the
importance of sustainable tourism in
Dumiries and Galloway but we implore
the council to proceed with caution,

“Dumfries and Galloway's
visitor economy is built upon small
operators who are already navigating
achallenging regulatory environment
and rising costs.

“The imposition of a tourist tax
risks placing additional burdens on
responsible, homegrown businesses
that are vital to the region’s economic
and cultural fabric.

“Thisdecision is far too important to
getwrong. Self-catering catering alone
delivers a £32 million annual boost to
the local economy and supports more
than 1,000 jobs according to a recent
analysis by BiGGAR Economics

“While some areas, such as
Edinburgh, have pressed ahead at
pace - risking reputational harm

Not convinced Fiona Campbell MBE

and undermining competitiveness

others, like South Ayrshire and the
Western Isles, are rightly opting to delay
implementation to allow for a more
considered approach.

“We therefore urge Dumfries and
Galloway to tread carefully, listening to
the voice of business who will ultimately
be responsible for administering this
scheme,

“If taken forward, it needs to be right
from the very outset and they must
be open about who will be charged
- it won't just be foreign visitors but
ordinary Scots staying in the area.”

Chief executive of Gretna Green
Lid, John Holliday, said: “Tourism
underpins the economy of Dumfries

and Galloway, and it is right that we
explore ways to support sustainable
growth,

“However, any visitor levy must be
designed with fairness and simplicity
at its heart. It is vital that funds raised
are invested back into our local area,
while keeping Dumfiries and Galloway
affordable and competitive as a
destination.”

“The ASSC continues to call for
meaningful and ongoing engagement
with industry, to ensure that any
proposed levy is workable in practice,
sensitive to rural realities, and does
not undermine the very sector it seeks
to support.”

Members of the council’s economy
and infrastructure committee voted
12-4in holding a consultation into the
idea of a visitor levy.

Committee chairman, Councillor
Andy Ferguson, said: “Tourism is vital
to our region’s economy. A visitor levy
could provide a sustainable way to
invest in the services and infrastructure
that make Dumfries and Gallowaya top
destination, while also supporting our
local communities”

If a tourist tax is introduced, it
wouldn't be implemented until 2028
atthe earliest.

Committee vice chairman,
Councillor Tony Berretti, added:
“Through the engagement process, we
want 1o hear from everyone - residents,
businesses, and visitors - about how a
Visitor Levy could work for Dumfries
and Galloway.

“This is about building a better future
for tourism in our region.”
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‘Economic
madness!’
Third Scots
city backs a
tourist levy

By Claire Elliot

BUSINESS leaders and politicians
have blasted the approval
of a tourist tax in another of
Scotland’s cities as ‘economic
madness’, warning it will
‘cripple’ the hospitality sector.

Councillors in Aberdeen have
agreed a 7 per cent levy on
accommodation stays - the
highest rate set north of the
Border so far.

It comes after a S per cent a
night fee was given the
go-ahead in Edinburgh and
Glasgow, with councillors in the
capital the first to approve the
scheme despite fears it would
pose a risk to the city’s position
as a leading visitor destination.

Aberdeen City Council reckons
the additional income will gen-

‘Crippling blow
for businesses’

erate an extra £6.8million a
year to help enhance leisure
and business tourism in the city.
But critics have blasted the
move and say it will further
‘endanger’ the already ailing
visitor accommodation sector.
Scottish Tory North East MSP
Liam Kerr said: ‘The introduc-
tion of a visitor levy in Aberdeen
is the latest crippling blow for
struggling city businesses.’
Fiona Campbell, CEO of the
Association of Scotland’s
Self-Caterers, called it ‘nothing
short of economic madness’.
The levy is expected to come
into force in April 2027.
Aberdeen City Council’s
finance and resources con-
vener, Councillor Alex McLellan,
said: ‘Income from the levy will
provide a huge boost to our
local economy and allow us to
invest in bringing major events
and conferences here on a
more regular basis.”
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o .'h > The Associati fScotland's Self-
n C s (ASSC) has claimed its
include:Business, industry is being ?
Managementand Perth and Kinross Council (PKC)
Administration: 79 per and other governing bodies.
cent;Engineering: 85 per On Friday, June 27, the group held a
cent;L 4 B ide PKC'sh
ESOL: 92 per cent; Special as part of a Scotland-wide campaign.
Programmes: 88 per cent. The self-catering body believes blaming
UHI Perth continuesto the self-catering sector for Scotland’s
champion equityin housing emergency could spark a “crisis
education,’ in Scottish tourism” and “risk hammering
particularly strong an £864 million self-catering sector that
outcomes for students underpins Scottish tourism®
fromdisadvantaged An ASSC spokesperson said self-caterers
backgroundsand had “become an easy target for lazy attempts
to scapegoat the sector, rather than deal
groups: Students fromthe with the real issues at hand; utilising empty
bottom 10% most properties and building more affordable
deprivedareas-71per housing”
‘Theassoc id, in Perth and Kinross,
deprivation-77 percent; self-catering properties account for 1.7 per 4
Studentswith disabilities: cent of housing stock while 5.5 per centof Concems Fiona Campbell of ASSC
72 per cent; Continuing Perth and Kinross homes lie empty and
students (beyond first inactive. is regulatory overkill.
year):95 per cent. The group argued it represents “hard- “They risk hammering an £864 million
“Theseresultsarea working legiti local busi "who  self- i torthat Scottish
testamenttothe “create jobs, support communities and  tourism.
dedication of our staff and welcome the world with affordable, flexible “Our message is clear: youwon'tsolve a
determination of our and quality stays” housingcrisis by initiating a crisis in Scottish
students;"said Catherine ASSC chief executive Fiona Campbell tourism by decimating local businesses
Etri, Interim Principal at MBE said: “Hard-pressed self-catering underpinning local economies.
UHI Perth. operators will be experiencing more than “Attention must shift to the real causes of
“We dtob alird déjavuastheirsectorisonce  the housing crisis and stop scapegoating
hy dard f againscap d forashortage ofhomes.  self-catering”
student successin “Recycling the same tired calls for even Earlier this year, on Wednesday, May 7,
Scotland's college sector” stricter controls on short-term lets, despite  PKC's elected members voted by 24 votes

eit P

to 14 to begin the process of introducing

a short-term let planning control area for
Highland and North Eastern Perthshire.

Previously in August 2024 Perth and
Kinross Council’s (PKC) Economy and
Infrastructure Committee narrowly voted
against the proposal by a single vote.

The paper put before councillors in
May 2025 said research "identified STLs
[short-term lets] as a contributor to
housing pressure with the greatest impact
in northern and eastern parts of Perth and
Kinross” and said there was “limited land
available to build more housing to address
residential and demand from commercial
STLs, in northern and eastern parts of Perth
and Kinross”

By February 2025, Perth and Kinross
Council had granted 1699 licences for
secondary short-term lets with the majority

“The new rules will allow the public
and elected members to have a greater
say on whether they think the proposal
is appropriate in those areas with the
highest concentration of holiday rentals
by considering the likely noise, impact on
public services and amenities and effecton
the overall character of a neighbourhood.

“If the council decides to proceed with
ashort-term let control area it will need to
be approved by the Scottish Government.

“The higher concentration of holiday lets

d inth an reduce
the availability of long-term rental housing
dinfl: ingit harder

perty prices,
forlocal residents to find homes.
“While we have not formally declared a
housing emergency, we have developed a
comprehensive action plan to address the

(49 per cent) in Highland P ire ward,
18 per cent in Greater Perth, 15 per cent in
both Eastern and Strathearn and three per
cent in Kinross, with numbers said to be
increasing.

A PKC spokesperson said: “Perth and
Kinross Council agreed to carry out public
consultation on proposals to introduce
short-term let control areas in Highland
Perthshire and the northern part of the
Eastern housing area in May due to an

housing p: in Perth and Kinross.
‘The core issue lies in the overall shortage
ofhousing”

The council said it was taking a number
of steps tobring vacant homes back intouse
aswell as building new affordable housing.

The council spokesperson added: “To
tackle this, the council has taken several
proactive steps such as purchasing 134
properti the open market, deli
107 new-build homes in partnership with

of for holiday
rentalsand the shortage of affordable homes
inthoseareas.

“The short-term let control area means
owners who want to turn dwelling houses
into holiday rentals now also need to
get planning permission, as was already
required for people who want to turn flats
into short-term lets. It would not impact
existing holiday rental properties.

lopers and housing associations,
brought 23 long-term empty properties
back into use and implemented a
range of measures aimed at preventing
homelessness wherever possible.

“To further address the problem of empty
homes, the council has increased council
taxon second homes and is working closely
with private landlords and homeowners
to return vacant properties to active use.”
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Demand for Highland control
zone to limit Airbnb-style lets

ITS breathtaking land-
scape and NC500 route
have made it one of Scot-
land’s most popular tourist
destinations.

But there are now calls to
limit the number of Airbnb-
style houday lets across the
Highlands in an effort to tackle
the region's housing crisis.

A motion before Highland
Council calls for the authority to
ask the Scottish Government to
‘revisit’ its controversial short-
term let licensing scheme (STL).

It is hoped that changes would
allow planning officials to ‘refuse’
applications when it is felt the
number ‘is excessive and is

By Claire Elliot

Cnlemrs described the proposal

contributing to a shortage of
permanent homes’.

If this ‘overprovision' policy
cannot be implemented, then it
suggests a Highland-wide control
zone be introduced instead.

Inverness councillor Michael
Gregson suggests the powers
could be used ‘where local inter-

emand’.

While this would not mean a
blanket ban, those wishing to let
out a residential property which
is not their home on an Airbnb-
style basis would have to apply
for a ‘change of use’ as well as an
STL licence.

Fiona Campbell, CEO of the
Association of Scotland’s Self-

y overkill'.

She said sn existing STL con-
trol zone operated in Badenoch
and Smths(f)ey ‘hasn't produced
a single additional affordable
home’ and ‘we would just be rep-

blames short-term lets despite all
evidence to the contrary.

“You won't solve a housing crisis
by initiating a crisis in Scottish
tourism by decimating businesses
underpinning local economies.’

Councillor Gregson's motion

licating failure on a larger scale’.  notes that while 7,011 STL
have been granted in the

'Dedmatlng local region, only four were refused.
buslnesses’ It states that the ‘growth of

Ms Campell added: ‘They risk
hammering a £200million self-
catering sector that underpins

tourism.

Highland ?

‘The Highlands is an empty
homes hotspot yet there is an
obsessive one-track mind
approach which continually

short-term letting has taken
place at an alarming rate’ while
the ‘private long-term rental mar-
ket has shrunk disastrously’.

The motion adds: ‘At the same
time, there are estimates of over
2,300 long-term empty homes in
the Highlands, and 3,500 second
homes. This exacerbates the
housing emergency.’ Highlighting

figures which suggest more than
24,000 new homes are needed in
the next decade, the motion also
states that the need to recruit
key workers in health, education,
social care, tourism and hospital:
ity, ‘depends on adequate hous-
ing across the region’,

In papers to come before the
council on Thursday, officials say
that there would be a ‘financial
implication' around both the
introduction of an ‘overprovision’
policy and an STL control zone,

Edinburgh City Council became
Scotland's first STL control zone
in 2022. However, it was forced
to amend the licensing policy
after the Court of Session ruled
the legislation was ‘onerous and
oppressive’.
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Consultationona
‘tourist tax’ endin

Some locals have also voiced their displeasure at the plans. Image: South Ayrshire Coundl

RESIDENTS and visitors in South
Ayrshire are being urged to have
their say on a proposed ‘tourist tax’
in the region before it’s too late.

Local authorities in Scotland have
the power to impose a charge for peo-
ple staying overnight in certain types
of accommodation.

The proceeds from the levy proposed
by South Ayrshire Council could be
used to develop, support, and sustain
facilities and services used by visitors
and residents.

Initial estimates suggest that after
administration costs, up to £500,000
could be raised annually if a five per
cent fee is introduced.

Fiona Campbell, CEO of the As-
sociation of Scotland’s Self-Caterers
(ASSC), previously said that now is
not the right time for a levy to be intro-
duced in South Ayrshire.

Some locals have also voiced their
displeasure at the plans, with one la-
belling the idea of a visitor levy “cra-
zy".

Councillor Alec Clark, tourism, cul-
ture and rural affairs portfolio holder,

Adam Lyon

said: “To date, only City of Edinburgh
Council has said they will introduce a
levy in Scotland.

“We want to find out what our resi-
dents and businesses think before a
proposal is even considered.

“Key to any proposals would be how
proceeds from the levy would be used.
A South Ayrshire Visitor Levy Forum
could be set up.

“The forum could include represen-
tation from local tourism operators,
businesses and communities and
would have a role in deciding how
funding is used.”

For more information and to view

the survey visit south.ayrshivegoy

uk/consultations. The survey closes at
4pm on Friday, May 9.

The ASSC has implored businesses,
communities and visitors to make
their voice known through completing
the council's survey.

The body has recommend that South
Ayrshire Council pauses its current

plans until the Scottish Government
completes a review and amends its
visitor levy legislation.

It has also encouraged the Scottish
Government to adopt a flat fee banded
model rather than a percentage rate
and implement a QR code-based pay-
ment system that removes the burden
from providers.

Fiona Campbell, CEO of the ASSC,
said: “This is a pivotal moment and
we urge all those with a stake in Scot-
tish tourism, especially our important
self-catering community, to respond to
South Ayrshire Council’s survey with-
out delay.

“Whether you are a local business, a
Scottish resident who holidays in your
own country, or someone who works
away from home and relies on short-
term accommodation your voice
matters.

“Tourism is not just for tourists - it's
for families, workers, and communi-
ties. The outcomes of this will shape
how, and whether, tourism can con-
tinue to grow and thrive in South Ay-
rshire.”
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Wednesday April 23, 2025

Association dishes out
warning over tourist tax

commonweaith

games

A CONSULTATION on Glas-
gow’s plan for a visitor levy
has just days left to run.

The plan is to charge 5% on top
of all overnight accommodation
in the city.

An association for self-catering
owners has urged people to re-
spond and let the council know
what they think of the plan.

The sociation of Scotls
Self-Caterers (ASSC) has
will affect people in Glasgow and
Scotland as well as visitors to the
country.

It said people are also being
charged more, claiming it is a
“tax on a tax” for people residing
in Scotland.

The consultation began in Feb-

"

ruary and will continue until
next Friday.
The association, which is

against a levy, said it will affect
people booking an overnight stay

Stewart Paterson

SOWO OO ONEVEr T 00 Lk

after a gig at the Hydro, a theatre
show in the city centre or visiting
relatives in hospital.

Fiona Campbell, CEO of the
ASSC, said: “This is a pivotal mo-
ment and we urge all those with
a stake in Scottish tourism, espe
cially our important self-catering
community, to respond to Glas-
gow's consultation without delay.

“Whether you are a local busi
ness, a Scottish resident who
holidays in your own country, or
someone who works away from
home and relies on short-term
accommodation - your voice mat
ters.

“Tourism is not just for tour-
ists, it's for families, workers and
communities. The outcomes of
this will shape how, and whether,

Glasgow Times

tourism can continue to grow and
thrive in Glasgow.”

The association said there are
key differences between the Glas-
gow levy and those in other Euro-
pean cities.

Fiona added: “First, it is a tax
on a tax: the 5% Glasgow levy it
self would be subject to 20% VAT,
something unheard of in Europe.

“Other destinations have a re-
duced rate of VAT on tourism se
vices, where Scotland does not."”

She said there needs to be trans-
parency on who will be paying.

She added: “This is not an ‘in
ternational’ levy paid only by for
eign tourists with exemptions for
residents, but one applicable to
ordinary Scots staying overnight
in Glasgow who have already
made a financial contribution to
local services.

“It will be a tax on those with
overnight stays taking in a con-

cert at the Hydro; it will be a tax
on those staying in accommoda
tion while visiting a relative in
hospital; and it will be a tax on
hardworking families on a stayca-
tion.”

The cash raised is expected
to be around £12 million a year,
based on 2,920,000 room nights a
year at an average of £85 a night.

When the consultation was an-
nounced, treasurer Ricky Bell
said the levy would ensure that
visitors contribute to the city
alongside residents.

He said: “We think there is a
strong case for a visitor levy
which means people who enjoy
what our city has to offer, but who
do not pay local taxes, are asked
to contribute alongside citizens.
any Glaswegians will al-
ready be familiar with this sort
of charge, which is very common
abroad.”
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Self-catering providers
urge visitor levy pause

An organisation representing
self-catering  operators  in
Scotland urged as much feed-
back as possible to Argyll and
Bute Council’s visitor levy
consultation.

The authority’s officers have
suggested a possible five per
cent levy on accommodation
in the area, which, if agreed,
would be implemented in
early 2027 at the earliest.

But the idea has met with
wide opposition, with a
petition  attracting more
than 1,800 signatures and a
demonstration staged at the
council offices in December.

The Association of Scottish
Self-Caterers  asked that
everybody made their views
known to the authority before
the consultation ended on
Thursday April 10, It has
also recommended that the
council pauses the process of
considering a visitor levy.

Demonstrators protested against the levy outside Argyll & Bute Council’s HQ in December.

In a statement, the asso-
ciation (ASSC) said: “The
possible introduction of a levy
in Argyll and Bute has caused
significant disquiet amongst
sections of the business
community and the ASSC
have now fed in their views to
council officials.

“The leading trade body has
implored  businesses, com-
munities and visitors to make

their voice known through
completing the survey.

“The  ASSC  has also
published its consultation
response as the organisation
continues to lobby for chang-
es to national legislation to
make the visitor levy - com-
monly known as a tourist
tax - fit for purpose and min-
imise the regulatory burden
for business.

“They remain opposed in
principle to its introduction
given the fragile recovery of
the tourism economy, the
ongoing cost-of-living crisis,
and the regulatory overload
currently facing accommo-
dation  providers through
short-term let planning and
licensing legislation.”

The ASSC also said that
it recommends the council

pause its current plans until
the Scottish Government con-
ducts a review and amends its
visitor levy legislation,

A spokesperson for Argyll
and Bute Council said:
“People across Scotland are
considering a visitor levy for
their area, and we want com-
munities in Argyll and Bute
to have the same opportunity
to consider one for here.

“Growing tourism pressures
and shrinking public sector
budgets mean we need to look
at options that could help
raise income to support the
local tourism industry, for the
benefit of local communities,

“Following the consultation,
all feedback received will be
analysed by an independent
third party, and a report will
£0 to councillors to consider
the next steps. Thank you to
everyone who has already
given us their feedback.”

Action call
over hins

A councillor is calling for Argyll
and Bute to clean up its act after
overflowing bins at pontoons on
Islay were left an “eyesore”.

Councillor Alastair Redman has
written to Argyll and Bute Council
about the rubbish problem at Port
Ellen.

The bin was pictured full to
bursting earlier last week, raising
concerns about waste management
and the impressions the piled-high
bins make on residents and visitors,

“This isn’t the first time we've seen
this problem, and it’s simply not
good enough,” he said.

Councillor Redman has asked the
council to confirm what steps are
being taken to ensure bins in busy or
high-traffic areas are emptied regu-
larly and maintained to a standard
the community needs,

The Kintyre and Islands councillor
is also demanding a permanent
repair for Port Charlotte footbridge
on Islay saying the forever fix is long
overdue.

“This temporary repair is an eye-
sore, and it sends entirely the wrong
message about how our communi-
ties are cared for,” he added.

The council has confirmed it has
received the councillor’s complaints.
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Council progress plans which

Thursday April 10, 2

could see tourist tax mtroduced

Clare Buchanan
e i)

CONSULTATION which could see a
tourist tax being introduced In Fife is
to take place.

Fife Council has agreed to investi
gate the possibility of introducing a
visitor levy and is set to consult with
communities and businesses over the
next few months,

The Visitor Levy (Scotland) Act 202
allows local councils to charge a per
centage rate on accommodation with-
in the scheme's area. There s flexibil
ity over whether the charge applies to
all or part of the local council area,
whether it is charged for all or part of
the year and can change depending on
the purpose of the visit

A report to councillors at the local
authority’'s Cabinet Committee on
Thursday said early research showed
that a visitor levy scheme charging
five per cent could generate between
£3.4m and £8.2m each year.

The consultation is the start of a
lengthy process. No decision on the in
troduction of a visitor levy would be
taken before August 2026 at the earli
est

There would then have to be a mini-
mum of an 18-month period between
announcement and the scheme com-

ing into effect so the earliest possi-
ble implementation date, at present,
would be April 2028

Council Leader David Ross ex-
plained: “Tourism is an important
industry for the Kingdom. There are
very mixed views on the introduction
of a visitor levy

“There's also lots to learn from oth
ers who have already introduced these
schemes. So we will be taking the time
to make sure we gather all the views
and have all the facts and evidence in
front of us before we make any deci-
sions on this,”

Following the pst  development,
Flona Campbell, CEO of the Associa
tion of Scotland’s Self-Caterers, has
warned that Fife Council must “tread
carefully”™ with their plans given the
importance of tourism to the local
economy and they simply cannot af
ford to make mistakes.

“If taken forward, it needs to be right
from the very outset and they must be
open about who will be charged - It
won't just be foreign visitors but ordi
Scots staying in the area, includ

s themselves.
> has major reservations
about the introduction of a tourist tax
both in Fife and elsewhere in Scotland.
A VATattributed percentage rate is
overly complex and costly for accom
modation providers.”

=__ A4

TAX TIME: Consultation is to begin over a proposed tourist tax in Fife.
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People urged to have
their say on council
plans for visitor levy

An organisation
representing self-catering
operators in Scotland has
urged as much feedback
as possible to Argyll and
Bute Council's visitor levy
consultation before it
ends this week.

The local authority’s
officers have suggested a
possible 5% levy on
accommodation in the
area which, if agreed,
would be implemented in
carly 2027 at the carliest.

But the idea has met
with wide opposition,
with a petition attracting
more than 1,800
signatures and a
demonstration staged at
the council offices in
December.

The Association of
Scottish Self-Caterers has
now asked that everybody
make their views known
to the authority before
the consultation ends
tomorrow. It has also
recommended that the
council pauses the

process of considering a
visitor levy.

In a statement, the
assoclation (ASSC) said:
“The possible
introduction of a levy in
Argyll and Bute has
caused significant
disquiet amongst sections
of the business
community, and the ASSC
have now fed in
their views to council
officials”

ASSC chief executive
Fiona Campbell said:
“This is a pivotal moment
and we urge all those
with a stake in Scottish
tourism, especially our
important self-catering
community, to respond to
Argyll and Bute's
consultation without
delay.

“Tourism is not just for
tourists - it’s for families,
workers, and communities.

“The outcomes of this
will shape how, and
whether, tourism can
continue to thrive in
Argyll and Bute”

Argyll and Bute Council
has been contacted for
comment.

Visitors to Oban may be faced with a tourist tax.
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‘UNFAIR'FEES
FOR HOLIDAY
LETSSLAMMED

Licence charges are’threat'to businesses

3 KATHRYN ANDERSON term lets on one site. lodges on a singlessite s being
Chalet park owners are  charged £9,010 instead of the
’ L] tl‘at I t Achaletparkownerand beingchargedlicencesforeach  expected £1600 — a grossly
You re Klr-wa!l wan atourismbodyhavehit  unit-amountingtothousands ~ disproportionate fee that
outatPerthandKinross of pounds - rather than aflat  threatens the viability of such

Council’s ronlx licence fee for the site - as  businesses”

APerth superfan of Irish country
music star Dominic Kirwan was
overjoyedtomeet heridol after
hisgiginthe Fair City.

Ochil Care Home and has seen the
CountyTyrone singer at
numerous venuesin Perthand
beyond overthe years.

disproportionate
licence charges which
force some holiday
homebusinessesto

happens in most of Scotland.
PKC argues its separate
licence approach for multiple

Councillor Angus Forbes
said: “Perth and Kinross isone

ofthe very few local authorities
"

unitsisfairgiven th of

whotreat pl th

Eighty-one-year-oldgreat-gran On this occasion care home staff thousands more t! workinvolved inspectingand  samesite this way.
Beryl Brunton-whohasbeena helped Berylmake an eye- others. ensuring each holiday unit is “Short-term lets encourage
fan ofthe singer for more than 30 catching ‘number one fan’banner The Associationof Scotlands  safe and compliant. visitors to our region and
years-attended the PerthTheatre | highlighting her devotiontothe Self-Caterers (ASCC) has urged But ASCC chief executive  stimulate the touristeconomy.
eventwith herhusband Neiland singer -which caught hiseyeon the council to take a “fairer Fiona Campbell hit out We should be supporting
daughter Michele. 1 approach” in how it charges  at the disparity and said a them. Licence fee disparity Fiona
Berylisaresidentof thecity's SFULL STORY:PAGE 3 | ithmultipleshort-  * with 17 identical ®FULLSTORY:PAGES Campbellof the ASCC
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KATHRYN ANDERSON

The Association of Scotland’s
Self-Caterers (ASCC) has
raised “serious concerns”
and urged Perth and Kinross
Council (PKC) to takea“fairer
approach”inhowitcharges
businesses with multiple
short-term lets on onesite.

Chalet park owners feel
“demoralised and disappointed”
PKC is charging them licences for
eachunit-amountingto thousands of
pounds - rather than asingle licence
fee for the site as happens in most of
Scotland.

But PKCarguedits approachis fair
given the amount of work involved
inspectingand ensuring each holiday
unitis safe and compliant.

A short-term let sleeping three
to six guests in Perth and Kinross
requires a three-year licence costing
£530. A three-year secondary letting
licence for 11 ormore guests is £1600.

One Perth and Kinross chalet park
owner pointed out their park was one
businesswith one Royal Mail address,
one WiFi code and one water meter
but was being charged for several
licences rather than one.

‘They said: “This strongly suggests
that the lodge park is the premises
anditisunfairtoapply for one licence
perlodge.”

Holiday chalets/lodges cannot be
used on a permanent basis but have
notbeen classed as *unconventional
dwellings” by Perth and Kinross
Council.

Self-catering provider Kay
McClement runs Ericht Holiday
Lodges in Blairgowrie.

The chalet park owner said: “I
am one of over 10 small chalet park
owners in Perth and Kinross - all
demoralised and disappointed by the
way we have been treated by PKC and
their interpretation of STL legislation
for our type of parks.

“Thelegislation exempted caravan
sites and holiday parks that had an
alcohollicence eg those with a hotel
orpubin their grounds.

“Many of us have operated for over
40 years with planning and as non-
domestic accommodation.”

ASCC chief executive Fiona
Campbell has raised “serious
concerns” and said only Stirling
Council and Argyll and Bute have
adopted the same approach.

Ms Campbell said: “We have
serious concerns about the unfair
short-term let (STL) licensing fees
imposed on businesses with multiple
units on a single site in Perth and
Kinross.

“This approach, taken by only
three local authorities -Argyll and
Bute, Stirling, and Perth and Kinross
-placesbusinessesin these areasata
significant disadvantage comparedto
those operating under fairer systems
elsewhere in Scotland.

“The intent of the licensing
framework - as clarified in Scottish
Government guidance - is that

Chalet owners are
demoralised and
disappointed over

‘unfair licence fees

Businesses call for rethink on council charge

through updated guidance.

“We urge Perth and Kinross
Council to align with the fairer
approach taken by other local
authorities and follow the Scottish
Government’s own advice that
multiple units on a single premises
should be covered by a single licence.

“This inconsistency is stifling

P
should require only onelicence. Yet,

local b and putting them
at a competitive disadvantage

in Perth and Kinross, op are
being charged per unit, resulting in
excessive costs,

“For example, a business with
17 identical lodges on a single site
is being charged £9010 instead
of the expected £1600 - a grossly

comp: P her parts
of Scotland”

The issue was recently raised at
a meeting of Perth and Kinross
Licensing Committee on Monday,
March 10 when councillors were
given an update on short-term let
licensing, i ythe Scottish

fee that
the viability of such busi;

G in2022

“This issue was meant to
be addressed in the 2024
Implementation Update, but, due
to poor drafting, it failed to bring the
necessary clarity.

“The STL Expert Group, chaired
by VisitScotland, is now urging the
Scottish Government to rectify this

During the meeting, Clir Bob
Brawn outlined concern about
inconsistency.

Clir Brawn said: “If you have a
Bed and Breakfast with four or five
bedrooms, it'sone fee. Whydowe do
itdifferently ifit's one site?”

PKCofficers believe theirapproach

EE we urge Perth
and Kinross Council
toalign with the
fairerapproach
taken by otherlocal
authoritiesand
follow the Scottish
Government's own
advice
Fiona Campbell,
ASCC

is fair given the amount of work
involved.

A council officer told the
committee: “When it comes to
multiple units on a particular site,
each one of those premises needs
to be inspected individually,

compliance needs to be checked
individually and enforced as well.

Robertson added: “If it’s a site with
quite a few properties on it, that's

% believeit'sa fair that
each of these individual premises
are individually licensed. There is
an exception for unconventional
dwell ing|li small

ly going to take a lot longer
for an officer to inspect the site, so
we really have to have a policy that
reflects the costs of the inspections

tent - iftherewere three or fouronone
site - thereis an exception in that case.

“ldobelieve some local authorities
are looking at their guidance to see
if they should update it to be more
in line with our practice given they
are experiencing the same sort of
problems with compliance that we
-

Conservative councillors Bob
Brawn and Andy Chan tried to table
a proposal operators with multiple
units on one site simply require a
single licence.

However, they were told
councillors were not being asked
about fees and the matter could be
raised at a future meeting when a
report on fees is brought before

s
Liberal Democrat councillor Willie

and the work they need.

“Maybe we could have a report
looking at what Clir Brawn has said
but we have to look into a way of
covering the cost for sites with a lot
of property.”

This week Conservative councillor
Angus Forbes - who has heard from
several local chalet park owners hit
with additional fees - said: “Perthand
Kinross is one of the very few local
authorities who treat multiple units
on the same site this way and, in my
view, it's completely contrary to the
guidance from Scottish Government.

“Short-term lets provide high
standards of accommodation in
Perthshire; they encourage visitors
toourregion and stimulate the tourist
economy. We should be supporting
them rather than making life even
harder for them.”

House
plans

sought| to
reducethenumber of
housesonPhase 2ofthe
sitefrom42to41and for
ittobeamixof 25 private
and
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KATHRYN ANDERSON

The Association of Scotland’s
Self-Caterers (ASCC) has
raised “serious concerns”

and urged Perth and Kinross
(PKC) to takea“fairer
approach”inhowit charges

businesses with multiple
short-term lets on one site.

Chalet park owners feel
“demoralised and disappointed”
PKC is charging them licences for
eachunit-amountingto thousands of
pounds - rather than asingle licence
fee for the site as happens in most of
Scotland.

But PKCargued its approachis fair
given the amount of work involved
inspectingand ensuring each holiday
unit is safe and compliant.

A short-term let sleeping three
to six guests in Perth and Kinross
requires a three-year licence costing
£530. A three-year secondary letting
licence for 11 or more guests is £1600.

One Perth and Kinross chalet park
owner pointed out their park was one
business with one Royal Mail address,
one WiFi code and one water meter
but was being charged for several
licences rather than one.

They said: “This strongly suggests
that the lodge park is the premises
and itisunfairtoapply for one licence
perlodge.”

Holiday chalets/lodges cannot be
used on a permanent basis but have
notbeen classed as "unconventional
dwellings” by Perth and Kinross
Council.

Self-catering provider Kay
McClement runs Ericht Holiday
Lodges in Blairgowrie.

The chalet park owner said: “1
am one of over 10 small chalet park
owners in Perth and Kinross - all
demoralised and disappointed by the
waywe have been treated by PKCand
their interpretation of STL legislation
for our type of parks,

“The legislation exempted caravan
sites and holiday parks that had an
alcohol licence eg those with a hotel
or pub in their grounds.

“Many of us have operated for over
40 years with planning and as non-
domestic accommodation.”

ASCC chief executive Fiona
Campbell has raised “serious
concerns” and said only Stirling
Council and Argyll and Bute have
adopted the same approach.

Ms Campbell said: "We have
serious concerns about the unfair
short-term let (STL) licensing fees
imposed on businesses with multiple
units on a single site in Perth and
Kinross.

“This approach, taken by only
three local authorities -Argyll and
Bute, Stirling, and Perth and Kinross
- places businesses in these areasata
significant disadvantage compared to
those operating under fairer systems
elsewhere in Scotland.

“The intent of the licensing
framework - as clarified in Scottish
Government guidance - is that
ac dationonasinglep
should require only one licence. Yet,
in Perth and Kinross, operators are
being charged per unit, resulting in
EXCEsSive Costs.

“For example, a business with
17 identical lodges on a single site
is being charged £9010 instead
of the expected £1600 - a grossly
disproportionate fee that threatens
the viability of such businesses.

“This issue was meant to
be addressed in the 2024
Implementation Update, but, due
to poor drafting, it failed to bring the
necessary clarity.

“The STL Expert Group, chaired
by VisitScotland, is now urging the
Scottish Government to rectify this

Chalet owners are
demoralised and

disappointed over
‘unfair’ licence fees

Businesses call for rethink on council charge

through updated guidance.

“We urge Perth and Kinross
Council to align with the fairer
approach taken by other local
authorities and follow the Scottish
Government's own advice that
multiple units on a single premises
should be covered by a single licence.

“This inconsistency is stifling
local businesses and putting them
at a competitive disadvantage
compared to operators in other parts
of Scotland”

The issue was recently raised at
a meeting of Perth and Kinross
Licensing Committee on Monday,
March 10 when councillors were
given an update on short-term let
licensing, introduced by the Scottish
Government in 2022.

During the meeting, Clir Bob
Brawn outlined concern about
inconsistency.

Clir Brawn said: “If you have a
Bed and Breakfast with four or five
bedrooms, it'sone fee. Whydowedo
itdifferently ifit's one site?”

PKCofficersbelieve theirapproach

k& we urge Perth
and Kinross Council
toalign with the
fairer approach
taken by otherlocal
authorities and
follow the Scottish
Govemment's own
advice
Fiona Campbell,
ASCC

is fair given the amount of work
involved.

A council officer told the
committee: “When it comes to
multiple units on a particular site,
each one of those premises needs
to be inspected individually,

compliance needs to be checked
individually and enforced as well.

“Sowebelieveit’safairrequest that
each of these individual premises
are individually licensed. There is
an exception for unconventional
dwellings. So something like a small
tent - iftherewere three or fouron one
site - thereis an exception in that case.

“Idobelieve some local authorities
are looking at their guidance to see
if they should update it to be more
in line with our practice given they
are experiencing the same sort of
problems with compliance that we
are”

Conservative councillors Bob
Brawn and Andy Chan tried to table
a proposal operators with multiple
units on one site simply require a
single licence.

However, they were told
councillors were not being asked
about fees and the matter could be
raised at a future meeting when a
report on fees is brought before
councillors.

Liberal Democrat councillor Willie

Robertson added: “If it’s a site with
quite a few properties on it, that's
obviously going to take a lot longer
for an officer to inspect the site, so
we really have to have a policy that
reflects the costs of the inspections
and the additional work they need.

“Maybe we could have a report
looking at what Clir Brawn has said
but we have to look into a way of
covering the cost for sites with a lot
of property.”

Lastweek Conservative councillor
Angus Forbes - who has heard from
several local chalet park owners hit
with additional fees - said: "Perthand
Kinross is one of the very few local
authorities who treat multiple units
on the same site this way and, in my
view, it's completely contrary to the
guidance from Scottish Government.

“Short-term lets provide high
standards of accommodation in
Perthshire; they encourage visitors
toourregion and stimulate the tourist
economy. We should be supporting
them rather than making life even
harder for them.”
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Lets licences spark
‘serious concerns’

BY KATHRYN ANDERSON, LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

he Association of

Scotland’s Self-

Caterers *) has

raised “serious
concerns” and urged Perth
and Kinross Council (PKC)
to take a “fairer approach”
in how it charges businesses
with multiple short-term
lets on one site.

Chalet park owners feel
“demoralised and
disappointed” PKC is
charging them licences for
each unit - amounting to
thousands of pounds -
rather than a single licence
fee for the site as happens
in most of Scotland.

But PKC argued its
approach is fair given the
work involved inspecting

In Perth and Kinross a
three-year secondary
letting licence for three to
six guests costs £530. A
three-year secondary
letting licence for 11 or
more guests is £1,600.

One Perth and Kinross
chalet park owner pointed
out their park was one
business with one address,
one WiFi code and one
water meter but was being
charged for several licences
rather than one.

They said: “This strongly
suggests that the lodge
park is the premises and it
is unfair to apply for one
licence per lodge.”

Self-catering provider
Kay McClement runs Ericht

She said: “I am one of
over 10 small chalet park
owners in Perth and
Kinross - all demoralised
and disappointed by the
way we have been treated
by PKC and their
interpretation of
legislation.

“The legislation
exempted caravan sites and
holiday parks that had an
alcohol licence, eg those
with a hotel or pub in their
grounds.”

AS chief executive
Fiona Campbell has raised
“serious concerns” and said
only two other councils
have adopted the same
approach.

Ms Campbell said: “We
have serious concerns
about the unfair short-term

let (STL) licensing fees
imposed in Perth and
Kinross. This approach,
taken by only three local
authorities - Argyll and
Bute, Stirling, and Perth
and Kinross - places
businesses in these areas at
a significant disadvantage
compared to those
operating under fairer
systems elsewhere.

“For example, a business
with 17 identical lodges on
a single site is being
charged £9,010 instead of
the expected £1,600 - a
grossly disproportionate
fee that threatens the
viability of such businesses.

“We urge Perth and
Kinross Council to align
with the fairer approach
taken by other authorities

THE COURIER & ADVERTISER

Friday, March 21, 2025

and follow the Scottish
Government’s own advice.”
A council officer told the
Perth and Kinross licensing
committee on March 10:
“When it comes to multiple
units on a particular site,
each one of those premises
needs to be inspected
individually, compliance
needs to be checked
individually and enforced.
“So we believe it's a fair
request that each of these
individual premises are
individually licensed.”
Liberal Democrat
councillor Willie Robertson

A

SUPPOliT: Angus Forbes backed the bid for change

said: “We really have to
have a policy that reflects
the costs of the inspections
and the additional work
they need. Maybe we could
have a report.”

This week Conservative
councillor Angus Forbes
said: “Short-term lets
provide high standards
of accommodation in
Perthshire; they encourage
visitors to our region and
stimulate the tourist
economy. We should be
supporting them rather
than making life even
harder for them."

Di

and ensuring each holiday Holiday Lodges in
unit is safe and compliant. Blairgowrie.
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By Michael Blackley

Scottish Political Editor

CONTROVERSIAL plans
to impose Scotland’s first
‘tourist tax’ have been
given the go-ahead.

Edinburgh Council yesterday
agreed to proceed with a 5 per
cent per night fee on overnight
accommodation.

It will apply to stays after July
24, 2026, with bookings paid for in
part or in full after October 1 this
year being liable for the levy.

It is expected to raise up to
£50million a year for the author-
ity, which is the first to proceed
with the charge since legislation
was introduced by the SNP
government giving councils the
powers to do so.

‘Will make trips
more expensive’

But tourism bodies raised fears
about the impact it will have on
Edinburgh’s competitiveness as a
visitor destination.

Leon Thompson, executive
director of UKHospitality Scot-
land, said: ‘Our fundamental con-
cern has always been that this
levy will only serve to make visi-
tors’ trips to Edinburgh more
expensive, reducing their spend-
ing in the wider visitor economy
and deterring future visits.’

Fiona Campbell, chief executive
of the Association of Scotland’s
Self-Caterers, said: ‘We are
extremely disappointed that
Edinburgh Council has failed to
properly appreciate the wide-
spread concerns of our sector
who are the ones responsible for

Edinburgh becomes

first ‘tourist tax’ city

as ‘risky’ Spc night

administering this tax. In the
rush to be first, their slapdash
approach risks undermining the
levy before it has even started.’
She also raised concerns that
Edinburgh will be an ‘outlier’
because its levy is subject to
20 per cent VAT and is applied

W oz

al will soon cost more

to domestic visitors as well as
international.

The law giving local authorities
the power to introduce a visitor
levy on overnight stays came into
force last September.

It allows councils to impose an
additional charge on overnight

levy gets green light

accommodation but does not set
out any rules for the level of fee.

The Green and SNP groups on
Edinburgh Council urged the
Labour-run administration to
adopt a higher rate of the levy,
proposing 7 per cent and 8 per
cent respectively, and argued
more money is needed for hous-
ing in the city.

Conservative councillor Iain
Whyte said his group did not
back the levy, arguing it will
damage tourism.

Council leader Jane Meagher
said: ‘Introducing this
ground-breaking visitor levy
means realising a once in a life-
time opportunity to invest tens of
millions of pounds towards
enhancing and sustaining the
things that make our city such a
great place to visit — and live in.

‘The scheme has been many
years in the making. Its introduc-
tionis declared today with a huge
amount of backing, not least
from local residents.’
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Visitor fears
as Edinburgh
approves
tourist tax

Daily Mail Reporter

CONTROVERSIAL plans to
impose Scotland's first ‘tourist
tax’ have been approved.

City of Edinburgh Council has
agreed to a 5 per cent per night
fee on accommodation.

It will apply to trips after July
24, 2026, with bookings paid for
after October 1 this year being
liable for the levy.

It is expected to raise up to
£50million a year for the author-
ity. Edinburgh Council is the
first to proceed with the charge
since legislation was introduced
by the SNP government allowing
a visitor levy last September.

But tourism %roups have raised
concerns about the impact it will
have on Edinburgh's economy
and its competitiveness as a vis-
itor destination.

Leon Thompson, executive

‘Extremely
disappointed’

director of UKHospitality Scot-
land, said: ‘Our damental
concern has always been that
this levy will only serve to make
visitors trips to Edinburgh more
expensive, ultimately reducing
their spending in the wider visi-
tor economy and deterring
future visits.’

And Conservative councillor
Iain Whyte said his grou’) did
not back the levy, arguing it will

e tourism.

Fiona Campbell, chief execu-
tive of the Association of Scot-
land’s Self-Caterers, added: ‘We
are extremely disa g:inted that
Edinburgh failed to
properly appreciate the wide-

read concerns of our sector.’
e scheme was announced at
a virtual meeting yesterday.
Council leader Jane Meagher
called it ‘an historic moment.’
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£13k for a Fringe flat? You're having a laugh

IT IS one of the world’s most desirable
tourist destinations - and staying there
comes at a high price.

But those hoping to get an early-bird
discount on accommodation in Edin-
burgh in August for the Fringe will be in
for a shock when they see rates of as
much as £13,000.

Owners of self-catering flats in the city
have blamed council policies for pushing

By Alekia Gill

up prices amid a slump in short-term
lets. It means Edinburgh Festival visitors
and performers will be hard-pressed to
find any one-bedroom flats for under
£2,500. One listing quoted £11,000 for 28
days, plus a £2,000 service fee.

Fiona Campbell, chief executive of the
Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers,

said: ‘The shambolic short-term let
licensing scheme, coupled with draco-
nian planning decisions, has led to a
squeeze on the supply of available
accommodation in Edinburgh.

‘Visitors and performers at the Fringe
will have to pay through the nose for a
hotel, while the unscrupulous black
market will take advantage by offering
unlicensed stays.’ Alison Rogers, director

of letting firm Edlets, said: ‘Inflated rental
prices in Edinburgh are a direct result of
the city council’s decision to ignore
industry advice and impose strict regula-
tion on the short-term rental market.’
Jane Meagher, leader of the City of
Edinburgh Council, said: ‘Early signs are
promising that [the new regulations] are
helping to keep visitor accommodation
safe and well-managed in Edinburgh.’

By Claire Elliot

A PROPOSED tourist tax
in Edinburgh is to be set at
5 per cent of accommoda-
tion costs, after final details
were confirmed.

The capital is on course to
become the first authority in
Scotland to introduce the levy,
which O{aponem.s claim poses a
risk to the city's position as a
leading visitor destination.

Councillors are being asked to
approve the tax despite a survey
showing 51 per cent of businesses

Welcome to Edinburgh

... NOW cough up your
5% tourist tax (plus VAT)

and 62 per cent of visitors oppose
it or think the rate is too high.

They will make their decision
this month.

mendations now include capping
the number of nights the tax
affects at five, rather than seven,
and mmuvmg an exemption for

The council claims the

and parks.

could raise £50million a year for
the city, which welcomes around
two million visitors annually.

If agreed, the charge will be
applied to bookings made on and
after May 1 for overnight st: in
the city on and after July 24, 2026.

More than 4,500 visitors, busi-
nesses and residents took pan in

Fiona Campbell. chief executive
of the Association of Scotland’s
Self-Caterers, said: ‘Given the
importance of the tourist econ-
omy to the capital, Edinburgh
council cannot afford to be reck-
less with these plans.

‘The implementation of short-
term let licensing was a policy

a survey on the sch

and we cannot have

history repeating itself with the
visitor levy. Many sunply don't
realise that this tax won't just be
d by international visitors but
ordinary Scots staying in the
city - be it for business purposes,
seeing friends, visiting family in
hospital or taking in the Fringe.’
She said that while other Euro-
pean cities might have similar
levies 'th?' often charge a small
flat rate, don't charge their own
residents and don't have a 20 per
cent VAT rate’.

Ms Campbell added: ‘The

schemes are not comparable
There is a real risk

6 per cent on the price they pay
for ion, as VAT is

ing Edinburgh's posluon as a
leading destination.’

And she feared the tax could
‘eripple’ smaller accommodation
providers ‘at a time when recov-
ery is precarious’.

Councillors will be asked to
approve the 5 per cent rate,
although a report they will see
next week says it is acknowl-
edged that ‘in most cases, a 5 per
cent levy would result in an over-
all increased cost to the visitor of

ndded to the levy'.

Leon Thompson, executive
director of UKHospitality Scot-
land, said the rate ‘cannot be
punitive’ and urged councillors to
‘be mindful of the impact’ on
businesses and visitors.

A spokesman for the council
said it had ‘not seen any compel-
ling evidence from other destina-
tions suggesting levies like the
one we are proposing for Edin-
burgh have a detrimental impact’.
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